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A MOURNFUL FACT, AND A HOPEFUL INDICATION. 


The missionary periodicals, and indeed many of the standard religious journals 
of the country, are more and more lamenting the fact that so small a proportion of | 
the members of christian churches take part, or manifest any interest, in the work of 
evangelizing heathen nations. This evil is not a new development. It has always 
been thus. The number of church members who contribute nothing whatever, never 
give a penny, nor offer a single prayer, for the cause of Foreign Missions, is, and ever 
has been, very large. 

It is amazing and mournful that thousands of professing Christians give nothing 
in all their lifetime for the conversion of the world! Chréstéans, and yet wholly 
indifferent and apathetic in relation to a work of the greatest magnitude! 
Christians, and yet utterly neglecting a duty of the highest importance! Chrést/ans, 
and yet never once, in all the years of a religious profession, devoting a single seri- 
ous thought to that which stands so distinctly foremost among the obligations of a 
christian discipleship ! 

But more strange and mournful ‘is the fact that entire churches, with their pas- 
tors, ignore the work of missions to the heathen. Before us, as we write, are the 
Annual Reports of six State Conventions, presenting the number of churches, and 
giving the numerical strength of those churches, making out a membership of over 
one hundred thousand souls. As we run the eye over the lists printed in these Min- 
utes, we can pick out scores and hundreds of churches that, year after year, give not 
a single dollar, not one cent, to the cause of Foreign Missions. They make no re- 
sponse, and pay not the slightest heed to the Great Commanp of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The monthly missionary concert of prayer is a service that has long since 
been abandoned by those churches, or was never observed by them. Nothing could 
be more completely ignored by them than the words of Christ, inculcating the duty 
of spreading the gospel throughout the world. And among the churches reported 
in those Convention Minutes we find some with a membership of five and six hun- 
dred souls, and that membership annually increasing, whose yearly contributions to 
the work of Foreign Missions do not average ten cents per member! Probably the 
small amount that is annually contributed by those churches to send the gospel 
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abroad, comes from a few of the wealthier members, leaving the great bulk of the 
membership non-contributors. ‘Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon.” 

But the evil in question is beginning to excite attention and to be lamented more 
than formerly. Almost daily one meets in religious periodicals with vigorous pro- 
tests against the neglect of Christians and churches to do their part towards the uni- 
versal diffusion of the gospel, and by such neglect, retarding and putting in jeopardy 
the cause of missions. Ministers and laymen, the editors of widely-circulated and 
influential religious journals, speakers at missionary meetings, the managers of mis- 
sionary societies, with one voice, and with earnest words, are expressing surprise and 
lamentation over the strange and melancholy fact, that the great proportion of pro- 
fessed Christians have not yet been brought into intelligent sympathy and practical 
co-operation with the Great Commission. More and more is it coming to be under- 
stood that the work assigned the Lord’s people in His last great command, holds every 
one of his disciples under an obligation to do something to promote that work. There 
is an evident and widespread awakening on the subject of missions to heathen lands, 
from which awakening larger and more reliable results, in the shape of pecuniary 
contributions, may be confidently anticipated. 


ENOUGH TO DO AT HOME. 


BY C. H. W. 


There are two sides to every question, and 
the subject of Foreign Missions is no exception 


to the general rule. There are those who be- 
lieve in missions with whole-hearted earnest- 
ness; there are those hostile to them ; and still 
a larger class, if we may judge by appearances, 
including even professing Christians, who are 
nearly or quite indifferent on the subject. 
Foreign Missions, these latter say,— virtually, 
if not in so many words, — would be all well 
enough, despite the discouragements attending 
them, if there was not already more than enough 
for christian people to do at home. But as long 
as there zs so much at our doors, calling for all 
that we can do or give, surely the Lord does 
not require more at our hands. In a word, 
when our duty is done towards the needy and 
suffering around us, when the ignorant in our 
own land are all instructed, the spiritually dark 
enlightened, and our own people wholly chris- 
tianized, then there will be time enough to think 
of, and do for, those in far-off lands. And 
thus, these half-indifferent Christians live on, 
unmindful of the Redeemer’s last command ; giv- 
ing perhaps something occasionally merely from 
custom, but missing the supreme blessedness 


that comes from a full and hearty sympathy with 
the work. 

Then again, let there be a little extra effort 
made to awaken enthusiasm in the cause of mis- 
sions, and to raise funds to help in evangelizing 
the world, and there are a plenty of wise moni- 
tors ready to point out cases of home needs, of 
destitution close at hand, of ignorance in our 
christian cities, and to tell us significantly that 
if we wish to convert the heathen, why, they are 
at our very doors! The secular press, in many 
cases, is ready to taunt Christians by telling 
them that ‘‘ charity begins at home,” and to 
talk about wasting money in the fruitless at- 
tempt to christianize the millions of people in 
pagan darkness. Better use our money where 
it can have a chance to do some good, than in 
this wild-goose chase over the world. Indeed, 
so persistently has this aspect of the case been 
presented, that the sentiment cannot but have 
taken root in many a receptive mind, and not a 
few sincere Christians may have been influenced 
by such plausible sneers. 

But to come to the root of the matter; what 
is this zealous advocacy of the charity which 
begins at home—and ends there —but the 
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most narrow and supremely-selfish policy under 
the sun? For are those who are hostile to, or 
indifferent towards Foreign Missions, as a gen- 
eral thing, more awake to christian and benevo- 
lent duties at home than such as believe in a 
literal rendering of, and obedience to, the Re- 
deemer’s last precious words to his people? 
And those words, ‘‘ Go ye into all the world,” 
certainly did not mean ‘‘ confine your efforts to 
your own city, or your own country,” and let 
the great outside world take care of itself. No, 
it meant not this ; and though there is, and ever 
will be, enough to do at home, His commands 
are as imperative as though every one of our 
own countrymen were in comfortable worldly 
circumstances, and all were true believers in 
Christ. 

Let us fora moment suppose that the early 
Christians had adopted this narrow, selfish 
home policy, when would ever have spread the 
Gospel in the world? Were there not still un- 
believing Jews in Jerusalem when the disciples 
' went forth to teach the despised Gentiles of the 
Saviour who had come with glad tidings to 
them also, as well as to the proud Jews? Had 
all the people in the various towns and cities 
where Paul had labored been brought to Christ, 
when he heard the imperative call ‘*‘ Come over 
into Macedonia and help us”? If not, how 
could he be so unwise as to listen to even the 
divine call, and thus leave his work in Troas to 
go into another country? Were there not hea- 
then enough there for him to teach? 

Then in other cases, why should Paul and 
his co-workers for Christ be so earnest in going 
from place to place, spreading the good news of 
salvation to all the countries round about,when 
there was evidently more than enough for each 


and every one of them to do at home? We 


must remember that there was only a little band 
of believers at the best; they were poor, and 
must sacrifice much in going from one city to 
another, and was there not ignorance and unbe- 
lief at their very doors? Yes; but they were 
so unworldly wise as to obey, and in addition 
to their home labors, to go unto other nations 
also; all of which is told us in the Acts of the 
Apostles, — the earliest missionary journal on 
record. 

But to bring this question nearer to our own 
selves. Suppose that the Eastern churches, 
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after the apostles’ time, had confined their la- 
bors to their own part of the globe, where now 
would be christian Briton, and our own chris- 
tian land, and where the religion of Christ as 
an aggressive power on earth? It has been 
said that St. Paul himself extended his mission 
labors into Briton; this, however, is doubtful; 
but be that as it may, we know that not very 
long after the birth of Christianity, its seeds 
were planted in that then barbarous soil, and 
though the growth was at first slow, from that 
little seed has come wonderful things to us. 
To christian England, and to our own country, 
the world is looking to be taught of the Sa- 
viour, who has been lost sight of in the dark- 
ness of heathenism in regions beyond. 

Shall we forget the trust, or shall we excuse 
ourselves by saying that we have enough to do 
at home? Or more, shall we of little faith say 
that it is useless labor to attempt to christian- 
ize such masses of pagans? 

I wonder if those cultivated Eastern people 
of old thought it folly to go to such barbarians 
as the, then, rude and warlike Britons, and 
if they were not often discouraged in the at- 
tempt of so doing? The condition of woman 
in England at that time, as in all unchristian- 
ized nations, was rude and uncultivated in the 
extreme; look now, and see what the Gospel 
has done for her and for her children, and may 
do for all who speak the English tongue in 
any clime or country, where the word of God 
has access. 

The religion of Christ, if it be worth aught 
to its possessors, must become an aggressive 
power in the world. It cannot confine its knowl- 
edge, its sympathies, or its labors to a narrow 
belt of God’s earth. It must spread the story 
of the Cross till it shall have become of effect, 
not only to Jews and to Greeks, to America and 
to England, but to the whole habitable globe. 
The seed must be planted; the leaven infused, 
and the result left with the God of all nations. 
Where once was light there is now darkness. 
To those in the light it belongs to bear back the 
beacon that once shone for us, in our over- 
whelming darkness. The trust has been given 
us by One who knows all about the home work ; 
and who knows also the need of His people 
being drawn out of themselves to more large- 
ness of faith, and to nobler works. 


Pastors and Missions. 


PASTORS AND MISSIONS. 
By Rev. V. A. SAGE, CuBA, N. Y. 


Upon pastors devolve special responsibilities 
with reference to the cause of missions. 

It is their duty, first of all, to see to it that 
the people of their charge are zstructed wpon 
the general subject of missions. This instruc- 
tion will, of necessity, take a wide range; for 
the subject is many-sided and comprehensive. 
There is, to begin with, the Scriptural view of 
the whole matter. The Bible has much to say 
about the heathen and their evangelization. It 
teaches us that the heathen are lost; that they 
‘*have no hope and are without God in the 
world ;” that in consequence of their general 
sinfulness, their idolatries, their ignorance of 
Christ, they are exposed to the just wrath of an 
offended God. It furthermore teaches that the 
heathen are embraced in God's plan of salva- 
tion; God intended that they should share in 
the benefits of Christ’s death. And we are as- 
sured that the gospel of Christ is sufficient to 
meet all the demands that heathendom may 
make upon it. It is the ‘‘ power of God unto 
salvation to every one who believes.” More- 
over the Bible declares that it is the special, 
constant duty of all who believe the gospel to 
extend the knowledge of it to others. Christ's 
last command was to ‘‘go into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature.”” The Bible 
emphasizes the thought that the Christian is 
‘*debtor both to the Greeks and to the barba- 
rians, both to the wise and to the unwise.” 
And the Bible illustrates these several thoughts 
by many instructive historical examples. 

It is the duty of the pastor to make his peo- 
ple fully acquainted with all this, so that they 
may know the position of Scripture concerning 
the heathen and their rescue. 

In addition to this, there is the history of 
missions, especially of modern missions. It is 
a wonderful history. How God has interested 
his people in the work, how He has prepared 
the way for the work, how He has tried the 
faith of His people, and answered their prayers, 
and made missionary labors successful, is all a 
most interesting and instructive story. Mod- 
ern missions are a monument to God’s faithful- 
ness and love and power to save. The history 
of the Teloogoos, of the Karens, of the Sand- 


wich Islands mission, reads like a tale of en- 
chantment. 

It is the pastor’s duty to have his people in- 
structed in this history. It is a continuation of 
the Acts of the Apostles, but by uninspired 
pens. 

So, too, the special needs and exigencies of 
the work, the peculiarities of individual fields 
that call for special prayer or contribution, all 
the local and passing events of mission history, 
are most suitable subjects for comment and in- 
struction by those who have the care of the 
churches. 

The pastor can provide instruction for his 
people in these things in many different ways. 
They are suitable themes for public pulpit min- 
istrations. Historical discourses ought to be 
more plentiful than they are. Missions would 
afford abundant material for such discourses. 
From mission history and biography might be 
gathered the choicest and most telling illustra- 
tions of God’s grace and power. And in lec- 
ture-room talks, before the monthly concert of 
prayer, and in various ways the pastor can keep 
the subject of missions prominently before the 
people. 

Again, it is the pastor’s duty, either person- 
ally or through others, to effect the circulation 
of missionary reading as extensively as possible 
among the people of his charge. The ‘ Mis- 
SIONARY MAGAZINE” ought to be widely readin 
every church. Should even eight or ten fami- 
lies in a church take and read the ‘‘MAGAZINE”, 
their consequent talking about and praying for 
missions would be a source of much instruction 
to the rest. And thus missionary information 
would be extended. 

Now the result of this instruction would be 
an intelligent, deep-seated, permanent, fruitful 
interest in missions. The reason why the 
masses of Christians are not more interested in 
this subject is because they know so little about 
it. They have nothing upon which interest 
can feed. They do not know even the names 
of the prominent missionaries now in the field ; 
they know nothing about the harvests being 
garnered in. How can they be interested? 
Upon pastors largely rests the blame of all this. 
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And if it is to be changed, if churches are to 
know of God’s ways and grace among the hea- 
then, it will bedone, must be done, through the 
instrumentality of pastors. When missions 
are a familiar theme to pastors, they will be 
such to the people; and we may reasonably 
suppose, not until then. : 

Again, it is the duty of pastors to see to it 
that their people fray for God’s blessing upon 
missions. 

Praying for missions is the natural and nec- 
essary result of an intelligent and deep-seated 
interest in them. If pastors give suitable in- 
struction concerning the heathen and their sal- 
vation, the people will, of themselves, begin 
to pray that the nations be speedily evangelized. 
But it is the duty of pastors, not alone in this 
way, but in a more positive, special, direct 
manner, to encourage their people to pray for 
missions. In view of the greatness of the 
work and its pressing importance, missionary 
prayer meetings ought to be established and 
maintained in every church. The natural leader 
in this movement is the pastor. Upon him, in 
the majority of cases, rests the sole responsi- 
bility for the existence and success of these 
meetings. 

The monthly concert of prayer for missions 
has come to be a recognized method of church 
activity in this direction. This, if any, is the 
missionary prayer meeting of the church. But 
is it too much to say that in the majority of 
our churches this meeting is more honored in 
the breach than in the observance? It is a sad 
fact that this monthly missionary concert is 
very widely neglected. And when observed, it 
is frequently the case that few attend it, and 
but little interest is manifested in it. It is apt 
to be the dullest meeting of all. 

The pastor can, by God's blessing, change 
all this. If he come to the meetings with his 
mind crammed with facts, and his heart over- 
flowing with zeal and prayerfulness, his people 
will catch the sacred fire. The meetings will 
be kept up and largely attended, and will be 
the most interesting and profitable meetings of 
all. 
But the prayerfulness of pastor and people 
for missions ought not to be confined to the 
monthly concert. All the prayer meetings 
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ought to be tinged with a missionary interest. 
We are told to ‘‘ pray the Lord of the harvest 
to send more laborers into the harvest.” We 
are also taught to say ‘‘ Thy kingdom come.” 
Is it not designed that these petitions should 
form, in one way or another, a part of all our 
praying? Why should ‘‘ Thy kingdom come” 
be one of the first petitions in the Lord’s 
Prayer? Is it not expected by our Master that 
the work of the Great Commission should be 
first in our hearts and always in our prayers? 

Let pastors then illustrate and emphasize the 
duty of earnest, constant, prevailing prayer for 
the universal spread of the Gospel. The peo- 
ple will follow their leaders in this matter. If 
pastors are faithful and prayerful, churches will 
be the same. 

Again, it is the pastor’s duty to see to it that 
his people géve in support of the work of mis- 
sions. 

‘* How shall they hear without a preacher, 
and how shall they preach except they be sent?” 
The work of missions is carried on by means 
of money. Ifthe Lord’s people do not give it, 
nobody will. And the natural, and in the 
broad sense, the most efficient instrumentality 
by which this money may be obtained is the 
pastor. He is acquainted with his people, and 
they with him. What interests him will inter- 
est them. What he gives for they will be glad 
to give for. His judgment and advice with re- 
gard to the directions in which benevolent 
means should be expended, will generally be 
taken without question. And the churches ex- 
pect their pastors to be their leaders in benevo- 
lent giving. 

But pastors too frequently neglect this mani- 
fest duty. Many do not like to preach upon 
the Christian’s obligation to give for the spread 
of the gospel. It is a theme that they avoid. 
Some are fearful of offending their people if 
they preach upon such subjects. They are ap- 
prehensive that the pastoral relation may be 
endangered by such a course. Others, again, 
in presenting to their churches objects for their’ 
benevolence, leave out missions in their absorb- 
ing desire to promote home interests, and build 
up waste places immediately about them. There 
are churches not a few to whom the demands 
of the Foreign Missionary work are never pre- 
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sented, except it be occasionally by the repre- 
sentative of the Missionary Union. 

And so it comes to pass that funds are often 
lacking by which to promote needed missionary 
operations. Laborers cannot be sent to the 
field because there is no money to support 
them. Urgent calls to come over and help us, 
that are wafted to us from heathen shores, have 
to be unheeded for the same reason. And, 
worse than all, fields have to be abandoned 
upon which work has already been done, be- 
cause there is no money to pay for continued 
cultivation. It is sad that when God makes 
ready the fields, there should be no one to sow 
them; that when He matures the harvests, 
there should be no one to reap them. 

If now the pastors of all our churches should 
look to it, that at least once a year the subject 
of missions should be brought prominently be- 
fore their people, and the duty of giving should 
be affectionately and earnestly urged upon them, 
there would be abundant means to carry on the 
work of God among the heathen. Fields could 
be more fully and efficiently occupied, more la- 
borers could be sent forth, and the whole mis- 
sionary enterprise would take a decided step 
forward. The pastors, under God, could do 
this. Because they can do it, because no one 
else can do it as well, therefore it becomes 
their imperative duty to do it. 

To recapitulate: .In view of the claims of 
the heathen world upon us, it is the duty of 
pastors to zuzstruct their people regarding these 
claims, to incite them to Zrayer in behalf of 
the heathen, and to lead them to give in sup- 
port of the work of missions. If these three 
things are done by pastors, most of the per- 


plexing problems concerning Foreign Mission ° 


work will have been largely solved. 


MUSINGS ON THE RAILROAD. 
BY A DISTRICT SECRETARY. 


ASK FOR A DEFINITE AMOUNT.— One-half 
difference in the amount of a Missionary collec- 
tion can be made by putting a definite sum 
to be raised before the congregation. After 
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the Annual Meeting at Buffalo, last May, the 
writer resolved upon attempting to raise one 
half dollar per member in every church visited, 
not already up to that amount. Of course this 
has not in all cases been possible, but where 
it has most fallen short, it has coubled the 
amount contributed in previous years. 

In some churches there are many non-resi- 
dent members, and others from whom nothing 
can be expected. In such cases a liberal de- 
duction from the whole number has been made. 
In some cases the number has been put one- 
third less than the churches have reported at 
the Association, and then they have been asked 
for an amount equal to one half dollar per 
member. The plan has invariably worked well. 
Notwithstanding the hard times, Centennial, 
and all other embarrassments, the collections 
in the churches visited have been better than 
for years before, and in many instances have 
doubled the amount. 

From my own experience and observation, 
both as pastor and as District Secretary, | am 
confident that such a definite amount, put before 
the churches by the pastors themselves, cheer- 
fully, and liberally \eading the way, would 
double the amount of our Missionary contribu- 
tions. 

Try it, brethren, try it! 

Remember, not a ‘half dollar roll,” but a 
sum equal to one half dollar, or dollar, as 
the case may be, per member. Nearly every 
member can give the half dollar, some will give 
for twenty, some for ten, and so on, accord- 
ing to interest and ability. 

Be careful who you allow to act as collectors. 

Suffer no man, deacon or otherwise, who is 
not interested, and is not, according to his 
ability, a Zéberal contributor, to spoil your work, 
as he almost certainly will, if you allow him a 
chance by calling on him to take the collection. 
I could recall instances where, after a mission- 
ary sermon, such men have been called to act 
as collectors, and I could have wished that, for 
the good of the cause, they had been called to 
‘heaven instead. 

Brethren, try the definite amount plan, and 
report the results. 
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The Saintly Spirit the Missionary Spirit. 


THE SAINTLY SPIRIT THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 


BY S. E. PIERCE. 


The first ‘‘ Noon-day Prayer Meeting,” after 
Mr. Moody began his work in Boston, was held 
in Tremont Temple, where are located the Bap- 
tist Missionary Rooms. So great was the crowd 
that the spacious hall was soon filled, and the 
police, standing at the several entrances, denied 
admission to the building. 

An old lady, quite vigorous for one of her 
years, pushed her way through the crowd, and 
tried to pass the policeman. 

‘** You can’t pass, madame!” said the public 
guardian, barring her entrance. ‘‘ The prayer- 
meeting is full; not another one can get in.” 

‘* Bless your soul, my good man!” exclaimed 
the old lady, smiling; ‘‘there’s something 
more to be done in this world besides attending 
crowded prayer-meetings. I have business in 
the mission rooms.” 

** That’s so, and it’s a pity more folks didn’t 
know it,” replied the officer, as he suffered 
her to enter. 

There is a lesson in the incident, so obvious 
that it may be overlooked. It quaintly suggests 
that not to all is given the luxury of social 
prayer, and that some must find their spiritual 
refreshment in their work. The old lady’s re- 
mark is apostolic in its spirit; for not to prayer 
alone, but to ‘‘ prayer and to the ministry of 
the Word,” would ‘‘the twelve” give them- 
selves ‘‘ continually.” 

It is often said, ‘‘the prayer-meeting is ¢he 
thermometer of the church. It is a thermome- 
ter, but it is not the exclusive register of the 
spiritual temperature. 
and quite as accurately, by the sympathy which 
the church expresses in the mission of her 
Lord. Acchurch work-meeting may as clearly 
express devotion as a church prayer-meeting. 
They who placed their garments on the colt, 
whereon Jesus rode into Jerusalem, showed 
their devotion as expressively as those who 
saluted Him with ‘‘ Hosanna to the son of 
David.” When Elisha smote the Jordan with 
the mantle of Elijah, it was quite as much an 
act of faith as his petitionary challenge, 
‘* Where is Jehovah, God of Israel, even He?” 


That is also indicated, © 


There is a sense in which work is worship, 
and a deed an expression of faith. No church, 
whose brain and heart are in sympathy with 
her Lord, is satisfied with worshipping Him 
as the Son of God. So broad is her appre- 
hension of Him as the Messiah, so stimulat- 
ing her love to Him as the Saviour, that she 
gives herself for the accomplishment of the pur- 
pose to which He gave Himself. There is noser- 
vice of sacred song, nor importunity of petition, 
which may adequately express her devotion; 
therefore, she joins unto these, as the emphatic 
utterance of her consecration, the eucharist of 
holy work. She memorializes God, as did the 
devout centurion, with prayers and deeds. For 
her to work thoroughly is to pray ardently. 

This is neither sentiment nor rhetoric, though 
it would be none the worse if it were either. 
It is the forcible expression of a truth, which, 
in these days, when Christians are tempted to 
the cultivation of a ‘‘ pietism,” whose highest 
life is that of contemplation and emotion, the 
churches should ‘* mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest.” 

The lives of the great saints of the churches 
reveal no more lustrous trait of devotion than 
their sympathy with the Messianic mission of 
our Lord. Setting themselves apart, that is, 
consecrating themselves, to express this sym- 
pathy, their devotional utterance, while heard 
in praise and prayer, emphasized itself by pro- 
longed service in the mission of Christ. They 
were exhilarated with emotion, so that it mat- 
tered not to what labor and sacrifice they were 
called, nor to what station they were let down 
or lifted up, if therein they might advance the 
work of Christ; for to them duty was joy, and 
law was love. Men called them saints, not so 
much on account of the holiness which sepa- 
rated them from their brethren, as for the con- 
secration which set them apart as the servants 
of the Lord’s mission. 

Sympathizing most intensely with the whole 
mind of Christ, their vigils of devotion were 
often surprised by the dawn. It was not whol- 
ly for the luxury of communion with their Lord 
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that they thus prayed, though often their souls 
thirsted for this refreshment; but that they 
might thereby receive inspiration for their 
Master’s work. While, like the six-winged 
seraphim, with twain they covered their face 
and with twain their feet, — worshipping in the 
adoration of humility, — with twain they did 
fly. Passing strange is it, that so much of the 
modern high culture of the seraphic spirit should 
ignore the zeal of seraphic work ! 

In reading the biographies of these brethren 
of the mission of Jesus — for this name seems 
the appropriate designation of holy men separ- 
ated by centuries and ecclesiastical sympathies, 
yet united by similarity of spirit and purpose — 
the pages seem to glow with the intensity of 
their sympathy with the spirit of the incarna- 
tion. So clearly did they apprehend the fact 
and the meaning of the great mystery of God 
manifest in the flesh, so logical were their infer- 
ences from the dogma, that their holy ambition 
was to make the church in fact, what it was to 
them in theory, the body of Christ on earth. 
They failed in agreement as to the forms by 
which this dogma should be symbolized. Some 


- of them, instead of going to Mount Zion, went 


to Mount Sinai, and sought for ecclesiastical 
symbols in the pattern of things showed to 
Moses on the Mount. They forgot that these 
were but shadows, imperfect, therefore evanes- 
cent. But even in their ecclesiastical anachro- 
nisms, the fair-minded scholar sees that their 
intention was to symbolize both the fact of 
the incarnation and the truth, its logical result, 
that the church as the body of Christ perpe- 
tuates his incarnation on earth. Knowing that 
the glorified body of the Lord, wherein was 
neither flesh nor blood, abode in heaven, they 
beheld in that fact an earnest of the resurrec- 
tion. But in the ecclesia, those called out by 
the heavenly voice, they believed that the Word 
was yet incarnate and dwelt among men. In 
this central truth all the saints of the churches, 
though differing in the distinctiveness of their 
pronunciation, have found their agreement. 
The church has been to them the body of 
Christ to carry on the mission of the Messiah. 
What the Lord did while dwelling in the flesh 
among men, the church should do. The love 
which included a world in its beneficence, 
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should be the measure of its love. The mind 
which directed heralds to proclaim to every 
creature the good news of salvation, should be 
the mind of the church. As He preached the 
Gospel to the poor, went from place to place 
doing good, healed all oppressed of the devil, 
so it behooves the church to preach, to go 
about, and to heal. The mission of the Mes- 
siah, thus believed these holy seers, ought to 
have, in the work of the church, ‘ springing 
and germinant accomplishment.” 

We wish to emphasize this fact, apparent to 
every intelligent student of church history and 
religious biography, that the platform on which 
all the saints of the churches stand in agree- 
ment, and about the only platform on which 
they do harmonize, is Christ the Saviour of 
men, and the duty of each believer to proclaim, 
in some way, that fact to every creature. 

There was much of wood, hay and stubble 
in the saintliest life; for the human element 
mingling with the divine, gave birth to these 
accidents of the man. But that which made 
him a saint, was, as in the case of Saint Paul, 
his obedience to the heavenly vision, whereby 
he laid hold of the purpose for which Christ 
laid hold of him.* That is the gold which no 
trial of fire may destroy. Every saint has heard 
the voice, albeit it spoke not to him in the 
Hebrew tongue, saying, ‘‘I send thee.” He 
belongs, by the authority of that voice, to ‘‘ the 
sent,” to the brethren of the Lord’s mission. 
He is a missionary, though the Holy Ghost 
may not have separated him unto the work of 
preaching the Gospel, because the esprit de 
corps, which stimulates ‘‘the sent,” animates 
him. He is a knight whose vows have been 
made before the altar which rests on Calvary. 
The spirit which nerves him is no influence of 
chivalry, but love to Christand men. His 
life quest is, that he may find souls who will 
accept the Holy Grail, the cup of salvation. 
To this mission work he subordinates the ado- 
ration of praise and the supplication of prayer. 
Nay, he retires to the closet of his house, and 
opens the secret place of his heart, that he may 
be inspired to this knightly service. If he seeks 
in prolonged vigils the beatific vision, — ‘* the 
King in His beauty” and ‘the land that is 


* Acts 26: 16-19. Phil. 3: 12. 
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very far off,” the glory given to the Messiah, * 
—it is for no luxury of emotion, but that he 
may speak with the assurance of a prophet to 
those in darkness, and show unto them the 
light which comes by faith in the incarnate 
Word. 

Gather into one library the lives of all the 
great saints, from John, the evangelist, to that 
holy woman,t lately deceased in New York, 
whose life may be found recorded in 1 Timothy, 
5:10; place along with these the biographies 
of the most zealous of missionaries, from Paul 
to the last one who expired in a jungle hut ; and 
over the collection may appropriately be written 
this truthful epitome: The saintliest of men 
have been formed by the missionary spirit, and 
the truest of missionaries have been developed 
by the spirit of holiness. 

So intimate is the connection between per- 
sonal holiness and the missionary spirit, so free- 
ly do they act and re-act upon each other, as to 
suggest that a secondary purpose of the Great 
Commission is to keep alive the Christian 
Church, and to develop christian character in 
those who obey its precept. The suggestion 
seems to be confirmed by that petition in our 
Lord’s prayer, offered when His ‘‘ hour” had 
come, wherein He connects a request that the 
disciples might be ‘truly sanctified” with the 
fact that He had ‘‘sent them into the world” to 
perpetuate His mission.§ Church history writes 
its name over this suggestion, and the cautious, 
scholarly Max Muller repeats it when he says, 
‘* As to our religion, its very soul is missionary, 
progressive, world-embracing ; it would cease 
to exist if it ceased to be missionary —if it dis- 
regarded the parting words of its Founder : ‘Go 
ye therefore and teach all nations.’” Classify- 
ing the six religions of the Aryan and Semitic 
world into non-missionary and missionary relig- 
ions,—a classification which ‘‘rests on what is 
the very heart-blood in every system of human 
faith,” — he enumerates Judaism, Brahmanism, 
and Zoroastrianism as opposed to all missionary 
enterprise, and Buddhism, Mohammedanism, 
and Christianity as having a missionary charac- 
ter from their very beginning. ‘* Look,” he 
* Is. 33: 17. John17: 24. 
t2Cor. 4: 13. Acts 26: 19, 20. 
¢ Mrs. Doremus. 

§ John 17: 17-19. 
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adds, ‘‘at the religions in which the missionary 
spirit has been at work, and compare them with 
those in which any attempt to convince others 
by argument, to save souls, to bear witness to 
the truth, is treated with pity or scorn. The 
former are alive, the latter are dying or dead.” 

Look, we repeat, at the christian churches in 
which the parting words of their Lord have 
been obeyed, and compare them with those in 
which ‘‘ the Great Commission” has found no 
response. ‘The former are alive, the latter are 
dying or dead. Nay, let the look be fastened 
upon individual Christians, and compare those 
who sympathize with the missionary spirit of 
the Messiah with those who are so engrossed 
with their personal religious culture, and the 
development of their own ‘‘family” church that 
they ignore the salvation of the heathen at home 
and abroad. The former are alive and growin 
grace; the latter are dead, or in a comatose 
state, with scarcely life enough to croon their fa- 
vorite refrain, 

“Tis a point I long to know, 
Do I love the Lord or no?” 

‘* It hurteth thee,” says Thomas a Kempis — 
and the words are as true of churches as of per- 
sons, as applicable to the home culture which 
considereth not ‘‘every creature ” as to the reli- 
gious selfishness which regardeth only personal 
salvation. —‘‘It hurteth thee most of all to 
prefer thyself even to one.” 

The church which craves the personal abid- 
ing of her Lord, as well as the Christian who 
breathes the aspiration of Lyte’s hymn, 


** In life or death, O Lord, abide with me!” 


should not fail to mark the significant fact that 
the ‘‘ Lo, Iam with you alway” is annexed to 
the command, ‘‘ Go ye "therefore and teach all 
nations.” 

The collocation suggests, — for it is a climax 
wherein a command to continuous activity is fol- 
lowed by a promise of continuous strength and 
refreshment, — that no importunity of prayer, 
no ecstacy of devotion, no perilous flight into 
the third heaven of the ‘ higher life,” which is 
unaccompanied by sympathy with and obedi- 
ence to the parting words of our Lord, can se- 
cure the abiding which He has promised to 
those who ‘‘go” in spirit, and ‘‘ teach” in 
effect, ‘‘all nations.” With those only who 
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are in sympathy with His mission, may there be 
the hope that their home shall be as the house 
at Bethany. The vision of the true cross, with 
its ‘‘/n hoc signo,” comes only to those who 
in spirit are marching, it may be with only 
scrip and staff, ‘‘ to every creature.” It was by 
sharing with, nay, by wholly giving to, a hungry 
man her handful of meal and her little oil, that 
guant famine was driven from the widow's 
doors, and her son lured back from death to 
life. Her obedience and self-sacrifice made her 
house the abode of the ‘* man of God.” 
The union between the saintly spirit and the 
missionary spirit is not arbitrary, but natural. 
Thereby holiness expresses itself in love and 
deed ; therewith the saint becomes sacred, that 
is, set apart for the purpose of extending holi- 
ness. The saint — we use the word as Paul used 
it to express the nature and the tendency of the 
divine vocation— has life, therefore he grows. 
He has christian life, therefore he grows in the 
grace of which Christ is the bestower, and in the 
knowledge, apprehension, and sympathy of which 
Christ is the object. Grace, the undeserved 
favor of the Lord, made him a saint, and 
through the knowledge of Christ he has eternal 
life. That grace, such is the comprehensive- 
ness of the Divine love, awaits the acceptance 
of every creature. Through that knowledge, 
so broad is the atonement of the Word made 
flesh, the world may have life eternal. To 
grow in grace is much more than the reception 
of a continual accession of spiritual graces, — 
the‘‘grace for grace,” ‘‘the fruit of the spirit,” the 
seven cardinal virtues, of which John, Paul and 
Peter wrote. It is to grow in sympathy with the 
comprehensiveness of the Divine love, and in 
apprehension of the breadth of the Divine atone- 
ment; and it is to use each accession of these 
spiritual graces for the expression of saintly 
sympathy and knowledge. He in whom these 
virtues are multiplied is neither idle nor unfruit- 
ful. He works for Christ according to the plan 
laid out by the Master. He bears fruit, not as 
the expression of culture, nor for the gratifica- 
tion of his taste, but that he may become a seed- 
bearer, from whom the Sower may take a hand- 
full of seed and scatter it broadcast. 
To grow in grace is to grow like Christ. To 
increase in the knowledge of Christ is to in- 
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crease in the habit of imitating Him. In the 
heavenly life our seeing Him as He is, perfect 
knowledge of Him, will cause us to be like Him ; 


but in the earthly life to increase in the imita- | 


tion of Him is to increase in the knowledge of 
Him. To imitate is to obey; and among His 
precepts there is not one more sacred than His 
parting command, ‘‘Go, teach all nations.” 
The saintly spirit, therefore, in the ratio of the 
clearness with which it reflects the mind of 
Christ, is a missionary spirit. They play into 
and react upon each other. Not more intimate- 
ly associated are the heart and the lungs, which 
by their action and reaction sustain life, than 
are the spirit of holiness and the spirit of mis- 
sions. Not only do they sustain each other, but 
the saintly virtues are developed by missionary 
activity; and, such is the law of spiritual recip- 
rocation, missionary activity is stimulated by 
each accession of the graces of the spirit. 

The law may be easily tested by any Chris- 
tian anxious to grow in grace. He reads of 
the ‘‘exceeding great and precious promises” 
given that he may become a partaker of the 
divine nature. He notes the injunction of the 
apostle Peter, associated therewith, ‘‘add to 
your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge ; and 
to knowledge temperance [self-restraint] ; and 


to temperance patience ; and to patience godli- © 


ness ; and to godliness brotherly kindness ; and 
to brotherly kindness charity.” If he would be 
a ‘‘ partaker,” and add grace to grace, let him 
become a missionary, one sent from God, to an 
unconverted person. He will find that again 
and again he must go out in laborious seeking ; 
that with patient forbearance he must endure 
contradiction; that in humility he must teach ; 
that with discernment he must preach the word ; 
that he must wrestle with temptation that he 
may be able to sympathize with the tempted ; 
that with open hand he must bestow the charity 
of love, nay, that his love must be like Christ’s 
in all long-suffering and gentleness; that he 
must condescend and entreat, be wise in his 
zeal and sympathetic in his wisdom; and that 
when he has exercised, again and again, each 
and all of these graces, he must rest in faith 
and prayer upon the Lord for the success of his 
mission. He may or may not return, bearing 
with him a sheaf, harvested by his own sickle — 
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shat is for the Lord to determine —but he will 
come back from that mission with an accession 
of graces such as he may acquire by no life of 
prayer and contemplation. It is the mission- 
ary whose heart must ‘‘ overflow with love, love 
of man, love of truth, love of God; and in 
this, the highest and truest sense of the word, 
every Christian is, or ought to be, a mission- 
ary.” 

Both the saintly spirit and the missionary 
spirit war against that religious dilettunteism, 
which, voluble about ‘‘sweetness and light,” 
stammers over the great commission, and, while 
absorbed in self-culture, ignores the extension 
of christian culture to the heathen. Such see 
in the graces of the spirit only a purpose to 
make refined ladies and cultured gentlemen. 
Their fellowship with the prophets, apostles, 
and martyrs, is esthetic rather than vital, and 
depends much upon the musical quality of the 
Te Deum in which these worthies are remem- 
bered. The luxury of emotion, such as moistens 
the eyes of the novel reader, is craved by many, 
to whom the plaintive woes of the ignorant and 
the depraved vainly appeal. Such have great 
perplexity, even in their highest emotional life, 
in understanding the missionary zeal and self- 
denying affection of Paul who ‘‘ could wish that 
myself were accursed from Christ for my breth- 
ren, my kinsmen, according to the flesh.” But 
the saintly missionary apprehends this cry ot 
anguish for the souls of the unsaved. ‘* Action,” 
said Demosthenes, ‘‘is the secret of oratory ;” 
and the apothegm, in all its breadth, should be 
studied by those who delude themselves with 
the notion that a life of religious contemplation 
and emotion is the life unto which the Lord 
calls His saints. 

There is no ‘higher life” which does not 
make a whole burnt offering of brain, heart, 
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andbody. The poor cobbler of Alexandria was 
holier, so the angel said, than Anthony, the 
hermit of the desert, who had lived for years 
in the daily practice of austerities, contempla- 
tion, and emotion. For the cobbler, so An- 
thony learnt, served God by making old shoes 
almost as good as new, and by bringing up his 
family in the nurture of the Lord. 

The purpose of this article will be grievous- 
ly affronted if it is understood as disparaging 
prayer-meetings, or protesting against the indul- 
gence of religious emotion, or lightening the 
duty of personal religious culture. But it has 
failed to present its topic if it has not made 
clear that the idea of saintliness includes not 
only sanctity, the garb of the saint; not merely 
holiness, which is opposed to what is profane; 
but also the sacredness which indicates tht set- 
ting apart for, and devotion to, the service of 
the Lord. The form of that service, a form in 
which all saints express themselves, is indicated 
by the command, ‘‘ Go teach all nations.” 

There is coming a day—the prophet Zacha- 
riah saw it and was glad—when all things and 
men shall be used in the service of the Lord, and 
be marked as His saints. The bells of the 
horses shall ring out His coming, and, therefore, 
shall be writte: upon them even the words that 
blazed from the diadem of the high priest: 
‘** Holiness to the Lord.” The sooty pots of the 
temple, in which the sacrificial flesh was boiled, 
shall become as sacred as the golden bowls that 
received the blood of atonement. Yea, every 
common pot throughout the land shall be as 
holy as the golden utensils of the temple, and 
as freely used in the service of the Lord. In 
that day there will be a general recognition of 
the truth that the spirit of saintliness is the spirit 
of the missionary. 


FROM RANGOON TO BHAMO. 


BY REV. J. N. CUSHING. 


‘ Manone ay, Dec. 12, 1876, 
TO MANDELAY. 

We left Rangoon Nov. 8th, and arrived here 
late on the afternoon of the 19th. Our voy- 
age up the Irrawaddy was very enjoyable, es- 
pecially after passing Prome, when the scenery 


becomes picturesque and beautiful. From the 
English frontier to the capital of the Golden 
Foot, the towns and villages on the river are 
very numerous, and would furnish a field which 
several missionaries might occupy to advantage. 
Nine years ago, when I came up the Irrawaddy 
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from Rangoon for the first time, I very seldom 
saw in any of these towns, persons of any na- 
tionality except Burmans. Now the commer- 
cial opening of this great valley by the estab- 
lishment of semi-weekly steamers between Ran- 
goon and Mandelay, and monthly steamers be- 
tween Mandelay and Bhamo, has brought into 
all the large towns many Chinese and natives 
of India, as well as some Europeans, who are 
engaged in trade with Burmans. Missionaries 
ready for earnest work might settle along this 
river, and find a richer field spiritually, than 
the foreign merchant or adventurer does tem- 
porally. 
HELPERS ON THE WAY. 

I have with me two Shan preachers, a Bur- 
man preacher, supported by the Burmah Baptist 
Missionary Convention, and a Karen preacher, 
sent under the auspices of the Bassein churches 
to examine into the possibility of future work 
among the Ka Khyens. On board the steamer 
the preachers found abundant opportunity for 
preaching and tract distribution, the native pas- 
sengers, for the most part, changing two or 
three times before we arrived at Mandelay. Sev- 
eral cases of much interest appeared. One pas- 
senger to Da Noobyn professed a hearty belief 
in Christ, and a desire to be baptized. Several 
persons from a place in Mr. George's field 
seemed drayn strongly towards Christianity. 

AN INTERESTING INQUIRER. 


At Mingyan, a priest, once resident at Kem- 
endine, came on board and requested to have a 
conversation with me. We spent the whole 
evening together, and he conversed frankly, 
showing much knowledge of our books. Most 
of the next day, until our arrival at Mandelay, 
he spent in conversation with the preachers, al- 
though there was a large number of priests on 
board. 

DEATH AT THE BURMAN COURT. 


On arriving, we learned the news that the 
Nan-ma-dau, or chief queen had died, and was 
still unburied. Business was at a stand-still ; 
for by court etiquette, no business could be 
transacted until the cremation or burial had 
taken place. Preparations were made for the 
cremation to take place Nov. 14th, but a power- 
ful rain came on and prevented it. His Majesty 
then abandoned the idea of burning the body, 
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and ordered a brick building of pagoda form, 
containing a vault for the reception of the royal 
remains, to be erected within the palace gar- 
dens. This was constructed with almost in- 
credible rapidity, and was ready for the entomb- 
ment, which took place, privately, Dec. 2d. 
From the time of the Queen's death . ntil her 
burial, the Kin-woon-min-gyee, who is the min- 
ister in charge of foreign matters for the present, 
was kept in the palace to superintend the funer- 
al preparations, and was not allowed to return 
to his house once. 
WAITING FOR A COURT ORDER. 


During all this time it was necessary for me 
to wait as patiently as possible. At last I was 
notified that the minister would be at his house 
between four and five P.M. that day. Accord- 
ingly I paid him a visit, and was received very 
courteously. He received my petition, but it 
was not presented to the King until the gth. 
Yesterday, the 11th, I was informed of the 
royal assent, and that the order will be sent 
from the court to-day, so that I can take the 
steamer for Bhamo day after to-morrow. 


THE ORDER GRANTED. 


The order in its contents will be similar to 
that given Mr. Rose and the China Inland Mis- 
sionaries last year, and grants permission to 
obtain land. It is the best that is possible to 
secure now, and is good as far as it goes. With 
it, by the exercise of patience, I shall be able 
in time to overcome any hindrances by local 
officials, and secure a spot for a mission com- 
pound. 

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATIONS. 

Since our arrival here, Rev. Mr. Fairclough 
of the S. P. G. Mission has very courteously 
given us the privilege of occupying rooms in 
his house. The buildings erected by the King 
for the use of this Mission are very large and 
convenient. Much of the carving, with which 
they are ornamented profusely, is very hand- 
somely executed. There is at present a mis- 
sion school of fifty scholars drawn from differ- 
ent parts of the city. 


COURT ORDER RECEIVED. 


Dec. 13 :— Last evening the order came from 
the court; a long strip of narrow palm-leaf, 
wound into a coil and sealed with a seal bear- 
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ing the sign of the peacock. A copy accom- 
panied it, according to which I am permitted 
to secure land, purchase materials for a house, 
and hire men to erect it. 


BHAMO AS A SHAN STATION. 


One thing remains to be determined, namely, 
the desirability of occupying Bhamo as a Shan 
Mission station. This question can be decided 
only by personal observation ; but I wish to say 
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here, that recent information from trustworthy 
sources since my arrival here, points strongly 
to the desirability of such an occupation. Very 
strong testimony is also found in favor of it, in 
the report of an officer despatched into Upper 
Burmah by the English government, which 
states that many Shan towns and villages exist 
northwest of Bhamo, as well as east of it. I 
shall send the results of my observations after 
I arrive at Bhamo. 


Mission to the Burmese. 
LETTER FROM MR. ROSE. 
RANGOON, Jan. 18, 1877. 

I send you, by this mail, the 17th Annual Report 
of the Rangoon Missionary Society, in which you 
will find all I need say of the seven preachers sup- 
ported (one in part, and six wholly) by that Society. 
There are two others about whom I may add a few 
words. 

1. Moung Thah-done, stationed in the old city 
of Pegu, fifty-five miles from Rangoon. There is a 
good carriage-road all the way, and the city may also 
be reached by boats on the Pegu River in twenty- 
four hours or less. Thah-done is supported by the 
Rangoon Burmese Church. I think him a good 
worker; his field is large and important. Pegu isa 
large and pleasant city, between Rangoon, Shway- 
geen, and Toungoo, and a railroad to Toungoo is to 
pass through it. It is the centre of a large and 
thrifty population, there being hundreds of villages 
on the river above and below, and on the plain 
between Pegu and the sea, and the Sittoung River. 
I visited Pugu twice during the year, once on my 
return from Upper Burmah, in February, and again 
in April, when I baptized four persons. This would 
be a good field for a mission family and five or more 
native helpers. 

u. Moung Thah-dway, supported by the Mis- 
sionary Union, and stationed at Nyoung-dong, a 
large commercial town at the junction of the 
Nyoung-doung River with the Irrawaddy. This is 
confessedly a hard place. For the last fifteen years 


there has been much faithful preaching in this town, 
and thousands of tracts and portions of Scripture 
have been given to the people; but up to this date, 
there is not one convert, or even hopeful inquirer. 

ScHooLs.—The people are growing in intelli- 
gence, and education is becoming popular, and 
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schools are supported by the people. This town is 
from sixty to eighty miles from Rangoon. Six 
weeks ago, Mrs. Bailey Mrs. Douglass, and sjx of 
the first-class . school-girls, spent three days in 
Nyoung-dong. Mrs. Bailey seemed surprised and 
delighted to find so many schools for girls. They 
visited two exclusively for girls, and one for both 
girls and boys. This school is composed of forty 
girls and forty boys. It was started four years ago, 
and has been continued without any Government 
or foreign aid. Each pupil pays eight annas (25 
cents) per month, and they are all from the better 
class of people. Mrs. Bailey and Mrs. Douglass, at 
the teacher’s request, examined the school. They 
praised it highly; the girls and boys were well up in 
reading and writing, and in arithmetic through the 
compound rules. The man who started this school, 
and has brought it to its present high position by 
his own energy (and has got his living from it all 
the while), was, a few years ago, a priest in Kemen- 
dine. I have seen nothing like this in Burmah 
which was purely the work of a native; a school, 
the room clean and orderly, the pupils clean, well- 
behaved and well taught. At the teacher’s request 
we gave the pupils tracts and books, and preached 
to them Jesus. 

A Visit TO MA-ZA-LEE.— At this pleasant village, 
near mid-way from Rangoon to Nyoung-dong, we 
spent three nights. Here one young man has been 
recently baptized. His father, a prominent man in 
the place, professes to be a firm believer in Jesus 
Christ, and four or five others with him. Many of 
the village people attended our meetings, and lis- 
tened attentively; and we saw no signs of opposi- 
tion. The reason given by the leading man for not 
offering himself for baptism is, that he and others 
had built a Kyoung, and got a priest from Mande- 
lay, whom they had promised to support. If he 
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and the four or five others were baptized, the priest 
would suffer; but if they waited awhile, the priest 
might himself join them and become a Christian. 
The priest is a gentle, amiable man, delicate in 
health, and all the people love him. He received 
us cordially, and listened to us kindly. Mrs. Bailey 
and Mrs. Douglass were treated very politely by him. 
I hope for something good from this village, but 
may be disappointed. 

MouNG THAH-Dway is an able preacher, but, left 
to himself, I fear the hardness and opposition of 
the people are too much for his energy, and that he 
does not give himself to the work of preaching as 
we want to see our preachers do. His wife has a 
little school, but it does not amount to much. She 
is a talented woman, but has a large family to care 
for, and cannot give much labor to the school. 

Baptisms. —In the region where Kyau-zau-oo 
labors, fifteen or twenty have been recently bap- 
tized, some Burmans, and some Pwo Karens. This 
is encouraging, after three years of hard labor. I 
spent a week in that neighborhood in November 
last, and was convinced that the young man is a most 
earnest and persistent preacher to both Burmans 
and Karens. 

SICKNESS AND DEATH PREVALENT.—I may men- 
tion, too, that I have recently been north twenty-five 
miles to Thai-byne, two men from that place having 
been accepted for baptism in March last. I expected 
to baptize them, but was sorry to find that one had 
died a month before, and the other was very ill of 
fever. It was a time of great sickness and affliction 
in the large village and country round. Not a 
house in the village, it was said, where there was not 
one or more sick; and in many houses there was 
not one Well person. There were deaths every day; 
the distress was great. I saw many mere skeletons, 
not only of men, but of women, boys, and girls, 
reaping, or trying to reap, the paddy. Ko-Ai, a 
faithful Burman Christian in that region, is doing a 
good work by imparting knowledge, and showing 
kindness and sympathy. 


LETTER FROM Mr. GEORGE. 


ZEEGONG, Dec. 15, 1876. 

Mr. CRAWLEY’s DEATH.— We are all grieved 
over Bro. Crawley’s death. He was all you say of 
him, azd more. The salvation of these poor Bur- 
mans was the object for which he lived, and worked, 
and prayed. His desire was so intense that he 
never felt he had done his duty by merely urging 
God to save them; he went to them in their homes 
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and told them of Christ’s love, and besought them to 
be reconciled to God. Why God should take him 
away now, is a great mystery to me. He knows, 
and does not blunder; but it is hard for us, in our 
ignorance, to say, “Thy will be done!” 

THE WorK CHEERING.—The work is very cheer- 
ing; I have baptized two men since the first of 
October, and one more was received, but took fever 
just before the time for baptism. 

PLAN OF WorK.—I would like to work some- 
what differently, but my field is so large, and the 
inquirers so generally spread over it, that it is impos- 
sible. I would like to visit every village once in 
three months, to see after each promising case. 
There being some three hundred towns and large 
villages in Tharawaddi, I need not say why my 
approved plan is not carried out. When I go toa 
place, I like to remain there at least two nights, in 
order to “preach the gospel to every creature” 
there. I find this plan works the best; then, if it 
is at all practicable, I revisit that place to look after 
and help any who may have received the Word. I 
travel a great deal, and the most that I do is by 
itineracy. . . . 

ProspECT BRIGHT.—I am shut up here in my 
jungle home, and know but little of what is going 
on in the great active world outside. In this dis- 
trict there never was such a prospect of great good 
to the people as there is now. I know of about 
forty men, some of them influential, who are exam- 
ining the claims of Christianity. Many of them will 
certainly become Christians. The common people 
hear with attention, and are being saved daily. 

THE PREPARATION FOR A Harvest. — God 
blesses every effort put forth in His cause. He has 
been preparing the Burmans for the last half century 
for a great work that is now at hand. We need 
more men called of God to preach the gospel, to 
visit the people in their homes, to take them by the 
hand and lead them to the Saviour. I hope 
to see some such raised up from among the native 
brethren. Was it not Wayland who said a true 
Church of Christ was “a tree bearing fruit, whose 
seed is in itself” ? 

A NATIVE MINISTRY.—I fear there is something 
wrong with our work; it has not produced one emi- 
nent preacher among the Burmans. There are 
several superior pulpit preachers, men who are truly 
pious; but not one who is willing to make such 
sacrifices in order to preach, as almost every mis- 
sionary on the field is readily making. I doubt if a 
better education would improve them in this respect. 
They have not a consuming desire to preach to the 
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heathen. The best native preacher I have seen 
needs the constant oversight of the missionary; in 
fact, must be led, directed, supported. Some of the 
missionaries have given much time to the training 
of native preachers, and have succeeded in turning 
out good preachers. The Burman ministry is not 
deficient in that respect. The trouble lies deeper, 
and can only be removed by an outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, to awaken all of us to a sense of the 
awful importance of a soul. Missionaries come 
here full of zeal, and desirous to do a great amount 
of work. They cannot talk for months, and in the 
meantime get into the rut that has been followed by 
others. 1 see but one hope for Burmah, and that is 
a thorough work of grace among the present work- 
ing force to arouse us all. We need a Moody to 
come here. 

Doinc OuR OWN Work.—Now do not under- 
stand me to mean that we do not work. Far from 
it; I believe we are all working too hard trying to 
convert Burmah, when it should be our highest and 
only aim to bring the heathen to Jesus and let Him 
convert them. Doing Christ’s work for Him is 
hard, up-hill work ; doing what He has appointed 
for us to do, is always pleasant and profitable. If 
there has been an instance of unfruitful labor, don’t 
think the man has shirked work, or been unfaithful ; 
it is more likely that he has worked too hard, tried to 
take Christ’s work out of His hands, and hence has 
failed. It is so difficult to “be nothing,” and let 
Christ be all and in all. 

I wish the brethren at the Rooms to pray for us; 
pray in faith for the men you send out; only God 
can save souls by such means. 


LETTER FROM Mrs. INGALLS. 


THONGZAI, Dec. 25, 1876. 


BarTisM OF A BURMAN PRIEST.—I have written 
to several of my friends about a Burman priest who 
renounced Buddhism, and came to our house and 
cast off his yellow robes. I have the pleasure to 
tell those friends that he is now their christian bro- 
ther. He was baptized yesterday, in the presence 
of a crowd of Christians and heathen. It is not only 
a great spiritual change for this man, but a great 
worldly change. When he wore the yellow dress he 
had the highest seat of honor, the best fruit and 
choicest food were presented to him, and he was 
addressed as a god. When he came out of our 
room, with a preacher, in his lay dress, the mark was 
made: “He is one of us, only a man,” exclaimed 
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his disciples, as they departed without their custom- 
ary prostrations. The next morning he came to see 
us, and seated himself, with the others, on a mat, 
drank water fiom the same cup, and called the 
preachers, in token of respect, “Teachers.” 

IN THE PUBLIC WorsHIP.—That night he came 
to our service, and looking at the others, he, too, 
bowed in prayer. On Sunday he sat in humility 
with the poor and the unlearned, much to the won- 
der and curiosity of his former disciples, who came 
to look on; and so he has gone on, step by step, 
till he was received into our church; and if you 
could step in, you would see him with his Burman 
hymn-book, apparently well at home with us. It 
has made some excitement in our region, for he has 
been a priest over twenty years, and is learned in 
their Pali. At his public examination before the 
congregation he was very clear in regard to his faith 
in Christ, and he also testified to the absence of 
any saving power in the Buddhist Scriptures. 

THE EFFECT OF THIS CONVERSION.— This change 
has led many of his former disciples to distrust their 
religion; but nothing but the power of God can 
change their hearts. We have as many as a hun- 
dred whose judgment is convinced, but there they 
are, very often witnessing to many of our truths, 
but ashamed to trust in a free salvation. We must 
use the appointed means, and leave the rest to God. 

THE AGENCIEs.—As I trace back the way in 
which light has come to this man, I am able to dis- 
cover the agencies of many dear friends. Here 
they are, as I trace back the seen causes: A friend 
in Cambridge, who has his agent here, Fayetteville, 
Syracuse, Marion, and Shawmut Avenue, Boston, 
Sunday Schools, and the daughter of a dear Albany 
friend; and now, as I write, the Central Falls agent 
is teaching this man the truths of our Bible; here 
they come now, asking for another book. The man 
needs spectacles, so Brother G.’s package will fur- 
nish these, which can not be found here. We have all 
of us sown precious seed; now we reap, and rejoice 
together. Lift up your heart to God in thanksgiv- 
ing for this rescued one, praying that he may grow 
up to be a strong man in Christ Jesus. Years of 
hard study made him a leader among the Burmans, 
but if he has the teachings of the Holy Spirit he will 
come into the full light of the Gospel. 

My kind greetings to all those who are linked 
with me in this great commission, and a special 
greeting to the dear Sunday Schools. I see you, I 
hear your voices in the “Macedonian Song,” and 
“The Story of Old,” and the memory of you is 
sweet! 
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM MR. SOLTAU TO 

REv. J. R. HASWELL, DATED 

Soi Song, Kan-Cutn, Nov. 23, 1876. 

“Here we are, within a few hours’ journey of 
China, indeed, of one of the large towns of Yunan, 
with offers from our host to take us in at any time. 
On this trip, however, all we can do is to go to the 
hill overlooking the land of promise, and view the 
land. 

“The great bug-bear of Kah-Chin, thieving and 
murders, is vanished, as far as this route is con- 
cerned; for not only have we not been plundered, 
save that one towel is missing, but our rice and eggs 
are given us daily, and even fowls are now being 
sent us, so that we have scarcely to pay a pice; not 
only so, but we are forwarded from one place to 
another on ponies for nothing. 

. “The Kah-Chins of this district are indus- 
lon, hard-working people. This may easily be 
perceived from the trouble they take in clearing the 
luxuriant jungle, and terracing the sides of the hills 
for the cultivation of paddy. They also grow con- 
siderable quantities of tobacco and opium, and on 
some parts of the hills a few potatoes; but the 
majority of the latter are grown in the Chinese Shan 
States. . .. 

“Within a few hours of China, and yet obliged to 
return without entering! Oh Christian England! 
merchants’ goods and opium may enter, but not the 
Gospel if it can possibly be helped. 

“The people here want us to remain among them 
twenty days, till after the funeral of the wife of our 
host; but I question if we shall do so, unless there 
are many villages around needing our help. 

. “The people are much interested in hear- 
ing that their language has been reduced to writing 
by Mr. Stevenson. He has offered to open a school 
among them for their children, to get them instruct- 
ed in English, Chinese, and Burmese, in addition to 
reading and writing their own language. They are 
apparently most eager for this if we will build our 
own house and pay all expenses. Here is a fine 
opening, which I hope we shall take up speedily. 
Whether we ourselves commence work here, or get 
our helpers from home, I do not know. I fancy the 
latter would be the wisest thing to do, so that we may 
still pursue our original intention of carrying the gos- 
pel to the Chinese. May the Lord guide! 

“ Here, indeed, is virgin soil, but not with- 
out arank growth upon it. Mighty trees must be 
uprooted, brushwood and jungle-grass consumed, the 
land turned up and seed sown, and then the gather- 
ing in of the harvest.” 
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Mission to the Ehinese. 
LETTERS FROM DR. DEAN. 


BANGKOK, Dec. 19, 1876. 

RETURN TO BANGKOK. — By the grace of God I 
am once more at home. During the last eight 
months I have sailed from Bangkok to Hong Kong, 
1,500 miles, from Hong Kong to Japan, 1,600 
miles, from Japan to California, 5,000 miles, from 
San Francisco to Boston by rail-road, miles, 
and now have retraced my way to Bangkok. Though 
a miserable sailor, I have not been kept from the 
table by sea-sickness for a single meal since I left 
here. Surely goodness and mercy have followed 
me all the days of my life, and especially during 
this late visit to my native land. 

During my absence Mrs. Dean has been very ill 
of typhoid fever, but is now much better, and able 
to walk in her room. Thus God has had mercy on 
her, and on me also. I have not yet had time to 
learn the condition of the churches, having arrived 
to-day; but I hear that some of the flock have been 
scattered. 

THE VoyacE.—I left San Francisco Nov. 1, by 
the P. M.S. S. “ Alaska,” and reached Yokohama 
Nov. 30. I made the same distance when home- 
ward bound, in seventeen days, by the “City of 
Pekin,” a screw steamer. The “ Alaska” is a wheel- 
boat, and though slower, is more steady, or rolls 
less. Both are comfortable boats, and each has fine 
accommodations, and kind, gentlemanly officers. 

From Yokohama to Hong Kong by the “ Alaska,” 
we were eight days. As the steamers both for 
Swatow and Bangkok would not leave Hong Kong 
for four days, I went with Miss Thompson on Sat- 
urday (in eight hours) to Canton, and spent the 
Sabbath with the missionary friends of the Southern 
Baptist and Presbyterian Boards, attending their 
schools and Chinese chapels during the day, and 
met them for English worship in the evening. We 
returned on Monday to Hong Kong, in time to ar- 
range for Miss Thompson’s passage to Swatow, and 
for mine to Bangkok, and see our baggage all trans- 
shipped, and bills paid. 

From Hong Kong to Bangkok per steamer “‘ Da- 
nube,” I was seven days. This boat on her way to 
Hong Kong this time, had her decks swept by a 
typhoon, and made the passage in fourteen days. 

We have in mercy escaped the typhoon, and 
made the passage in seven days, enjoyed fine 
weather and a smooth sea during the voyage; 
another proof of God’s care over the helpless and 
undeserving. If I did not know that he cared for 


| 
q 
4 
a 
a 
a 
q 
q 
ba 


1877.] 


the sparrows and smallest insect, the thought of so 
much condescending mercy might be oppressive; 
again, the care of a reptile costs Him no more than 
the keeping of a wor/d. That man dishonors his 
maker who supposes that He does not think of his 
daily wants, or provide for his life’s destiny. Thanks 
that we have a God who does both, and no small 
share of our happiness comes from our knowing it. 


Banckok, Dec. 25, 1876. 

EVADING GOVERNMENT CLAIMS.—I find some 
of our flock scattered, as might be expected. Two 
of our members from Ku-Buang were in chains for 
a charge of evading the claims of the revenue officer ; 
but this charge not being proved, I had them liber- 
ated and sent home; and last Sabbath, as I came 
out of the chapel at Wat-Koh, I found two servants 
of ope of our members roped in a line of twenty 
Chinese, whom the officers had just taken up for 
neglecting to pay their triennial poll-tax. I became 
responsible that the two men should appear at the 
office and pay their tax on Monday, when they 
were untied, and sent them home. Once in three 
years each Chinaman in the kingdom is required to 
pay to the Government three dollars; and if they 
wait to be apprehended, it costs them a tical more. 
Still, many of the foolish men will wait, with the 
vain hope of evading the tax, and finally pay a pre- 
mium for being apprehended by the officials, and 
suffer the disgrace of being in chains for a night. 

THE CHURCH AT Ku-BuaNnc is still suffering from 
the influence of the Roman Catholics, and the new 
church at Pak-Lin has not yet erected the chapel. 
They say there is some hitch about the Government 
permit for the ground, on the plea that it wants a 
legal title to the pretended donor to the church. I 
give you these facts, that you may not think of us 
more highly than you ought to think. The cause is 
the Lord’s, and the Lord knoweth them that are His, 
and His work is soon to prevail, however much may 
be the trial to our faith and patience. “The ever- 
lasting God, Jehovah, fainteth not, neither is weary.” 
Therefore we need not faint; but if the old apostles 
had need to say, “ Lord, increase our faith,” we may 
well repeat the prayer; and the Master has occasion 
to say to us “if ye had faith like a grain of mustard 
seed” ye might do more for the salvation of the world. 
If we could throw ourselves on the arm of the Lord, 
we should be sustained; if we trust His word, the 
work will be done. 

CONGREGATIONS IN BANGKOK.— Since my return 
I have sent another preacher to Lengkia-Chu, and 
the young man who was a member of my Bible-class 
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has gone back to Ku-Buang. Our Sabbath congre- 
gations here in Bangkok are not as large as they 
used to be, and there seems a falling-off in the pe- 
cuniary support of the churches, and one of the old 
preachers has gone into secular employment, thus 
sympathizing with some of the churches and minis- 
ters in the United States. 

A WELCOME BAck.— Among those who called to 
welcome my return were two old disciples, one 
seventy-seven, and the other eighty-four years old; 
and some of the children and grandchildren have 
come to shake hands with the Lau-Gin-Ge (old 
teacher). The Minister of Foreign Affairs, a 
Siamien official whom I met last week, gave me a 
cordial welcome, and last Sabbath I was able to 
address the Chinese in the morning, and the friends 
at the English Chapel in the afternoon. Thus the 
Lord has been very gracious to your old friend. 


A WELCOME FROM THE KiNG. [The following is a trans- 
lation of a letter of welcome from the King of Siam to Dr. 
Dean, on his return to Bangkok. ]} 

To WILLIAM DEAN, D.D. 

I, your friend, have thought of you continually 
during your absence to visit your native land. Now 
that I hear the news that you have returned to my 
country in health and comfort, having had no mis- 
hap on the journey, I am very happy. For you were 
my royal father’s friend before me, and now are my 
friend. I beg that you may long enjoy happiness. 
Not having opportunity to see you now, I write this 
note of welcome to reach you. 

CHU LA LONG KORN. 
ROYAL PALACE, BANGKOK, Dec. 23, 1876. 
BANGKOK, Jan. 2, 1877. 

This afternoon I conducted the funeral of Mr. 
Falk, a German, and the proprietor of the principal 
hotel in Bangkok. He was about forty-five years 
old, had been in Bangkok fifteen or sixteen years; 
was a man of sober habits, gentlemanly deportment, 
a kind neighbor, and of the Lutheran religion. He 
was yesterday receiving and reciprocating the con- 
gratulations of the season. Last evening with his 
wife and a large party of his countrymen, was enjoy- 
ing in a ball the festivities of the opening new year, 
when he felt ill, walked to the verandah, when he fell 
dead, of heart disease. He leaves a young widow 
and an infant son of a few months to feel his loss. 
At his funeral to-day, a large concourse of his coun- 
trymen, and most of the Europeans in Bangkok 
assembled at his grave, and gave me an opportunity 
which most of them never do by appearing at chapel, 
to preach to them the Gospel which the Spirit of 
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the Lord helped me to do. This service I have 
been called often to repeat over the graves of Euro- 
peans and Americans, including missionaries, mer- 
chants, officials, ship captains, pilots and others. I 
hear of the death of three Europeans during my 
recent absence of eight months, and three native 
women of the neighborhood have been taken away 
during the same time. And some of the native 
members of the several churches of our mission, and 
some I fear have fallen lower than into the grave: 
One of the members compare some other members 
to Moses when he came down from Mount Sinai 
with the tables of stone in his hands, and threw 
them down and brake them all at the foot of the 
mountain; 7.¢., they have broken all the command- 
ments of the Lord together. I fear that the com- 
parison is too true concerning some of them who 
profess to have been up the hill of God, and seen 
His face and heard His words. Others seem to 
hold on their way, and to have clean hands and 
grow stronger and stronger; but on the whole we 
are a feeble folk, and unless the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that build it. 


Mission in Japan. 
LETTER FROM Mr. Dossins. 

The war now going on in the southern extremity 
of Japan will not affect’ missionary work. The Sa- 
truma Clan being discontented with the Govern- 
ment, not with the Mikado, — for all Japanese are 
loyal to him, but with his officers. The pensions of 
the Samurai (the soldier class formerly) were with- 
drawn from them some time since, and they were 
ordered not to wear swords. Formerly each Samu- 
rai wore two swords, and generally furnished resist- 
ance tu these demands of the merchants and labor- 
ing classes, by beheading the resistants. On account 
of this too free use of the sword, it was prohibited 
for the sake of the safety of the people. 

The Satruma Samurai, and a few other clans have 
joined them; desire to restore things to the old 
ways, restore the pension, the privilege of the 
sword, the Japanese costume as the Court dress, — 
and in a word, to pursue just the opposite course to 
that pursued by the present government, and to 
bring back the old feudal system. They desire 
further to put foreigners out of the various govern- 
ment offices. They do not expect, nor do they seek 
to put them out of the country. So many thought- 
ful Japanese say. There is at present, fighting near 
Kumamoto, and has been for three days; in whose 
favor the battles have fallen is not certainly known. 


Mission in France. 
LETTER FROM MR. LEporDs. 


Paris, Jan. 12, 1877. 

It is time for me to send you a report of last year. 

A YEAR OF TRIALS.— We have to say that if 
this year has been to us one of various trials, it has 
also been one of encouragement and consolation on 
several accounts. It is always true that “God 
chastens him whom He loves;” we have found it 
so. The year 1876 began with the death of an aged 
brother, well-beloved, who often came more than 
twenty-five miles on Sundays, to be present at our 
worship. We saw him come regularly for more 
than twenty years, to partake of the Lord’s Supper 
with his brethren, except during the war of 1870, 
when he was kept providentially, like Elijah by the 
brook Cherith. This dear brother fell asleep, like 
Simeon, in the peace of Christ, after a few days’ 
illness. 

We have lost two young friends who were not 
members of the church. A young man twenty 
years of age, son of one of our brethren, had given 
his father much anxiety; but the spirit of God 
humbled him, and he repented of his sins, accepted 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour, and then fell asleep in 
the “ hope which maketh not ashamed,” and went 
to join his dear mother who had been more than a 
year with the Lord. The other was a worthy young 
girl, the support of her family. We had often seen 
her at worship with her mother. She was attacked 
with typhoid and cerebral fever. Her delirium was 
at first troubled by the consciousness of sin; but 
she recovered her faculties, and sought and found 
salvation in Jesus. Her last words were these: “I 
am the bride of Christ. I am going now to celebrate 
my wedding feast with Jesus, my spouse, in heaven !” 

RELAPSES AND REMOVALS.—I tell you first of 
our trials. I regret to say that we have had the sor- 
row of receiving the resignation of four members of 
the church, who felt themselves obliged to work on 
Sundays to sustain their families. The church being 
unable to tolerate this, has induced them to with- 
draw; we hope only temporarily, for we visit and 
pray for them. Finally, one member who had fallen 
into spiritual coldness, was, after warning, excluded ; 
but since he has been ill, he has sent for us to visit 
him, and happily he is better spiritually. 

Two other faithful members have left Paris, one 
for Switzerland, the other for England. We miss 
them much, but we know from their letters that they 
remain firm in their christian principles. You have 
heard that several of our members have been at- 
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tacked by disease in the last year; among others, 
Mme. Lepoids, and more lately our dear brother 
Dez; but they are better, and have been able to 
resume their work. Thank God; we would not be 
ungrateful. 

ENCOURAGEMENTS. —I will now tell you of the 
encouragements granted us in 1876. 

At the beginning of the year, a married couple, 
renouncing Catholicism and all its errors, to accept 
cordially Jesus Christ and His gospel of truth and of 
life, joyfully professed their faith in Christ, and were 
unanimously received by the church. They have 
since walked with great faithfulness. Their children 
attend the Sunday school and also the week-day 
school, which my daughter Marie has opened 
through your liberality, in our chapel. In August, 
two women were baptized. One is a sister of one of 
our brethren, baptized in 1875, who has faithfully 
preached to her. Since her baptism she has perse- 
vered in living piety. The other woman, formerly 
a Catholic, has since her baptism become a faithful 
evangelist to all her relatives and friends. 

A young man of Clarendon, near Paris, where 
we go to preach the gospel, has just found peace in 
Jesus, and will soon be baptized, we hope. All his 
family, Catholics, are also well-disposed, and come 
to our service in Rue de Lille. Several other per- 
sons have found the Saviour, and wish to confess 
Him by gospel baptism. Besides these, several 
around us seem awakened, and near the Kingdom 
of God. 

THE SCHOOL IN RUE DE LILLE.— My daugh- 
ter’s school in Rue de Lille gives her some encour- 
agement. She began you know, in May last, with 
five children. She has now about twenty pupils, 
whom she teaches with courage. We ask of God 
that this school may soon be filled up, and that the 
children and their friends may be brought to the 
Lord. I have visited several of the relatives of these 
children, who now attend our worship, and give us 
hope of their conversion. I am myself greatly in- 
terested in giving religious instrnction every week in 
my daughter’s school. Our Sunday-school has also 
increased. 

MEETINGS FOR WorRKING MEN.— But the most 
encouraging things to us are our popular meetings 
for working men in Paris. The hall inthe populous 
district of Plaisance and Montrouge, is almost al- 
ways filled; on Sundays especially it is crowded, 
even to the door. We have also established a Sun- 
day school, where we now have more than eighty 
pupils. We gave them by way of encouragement a 
Christmas tree, similar to that in our chapel; it 
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succeeded perfectly, and gave us opportunity to 
preach the Gospel. Many of the children there 
have bought the New Testament, which we sell to 
them at a low price, that they may carry it home, 
and there disseminate the light of truth. There are 
in this neighborhood some souls which have spirit- 
ual joy; some seem already to have found Christ; 
but we pray for many sincere and complete conver- 
sions. 

THE YOUNG WoMEN’s CHRISTIAN UNION. — 
This was continued through the year, under the 
direction of my eldest daughter Sara; we think 
many have received good from it. Our young men 
have unfortunately lost their beloved leader, and 
they suffer from the loss; sti:l, we see among them 
evident proofs of the fear of God, and of true piety. 

HELPERS. — Our dear brother Dez has continued 
to give lessons in sacred music to our young people, 
and tries to aid the work as much as possible, in 
spite of his daily labor at the office of the Credit 
Foncier. Brethren Vignal and Vorniere also labor 
courageously, according to their talents and their 
strength. Our dear brother Lallement, a faithful 
member of the church, does the same in our meet- 
ings for the people. 

Notwithstanding all this, the Kingdom of God 
comes slowly around us, in our capital so agitated 
by political and Jesuit parties. Will you and your 
friends pray for us, and for our poor people? 

AN MOVEMENT. — We seem, how- 
ever, to perceive a movement toward the Gospel. A 
man of some consideration has written a letter (pub- 
lished by our journals) to his Catholic bishop, to 
declare to him that he leaves the Papacy, of whose 
errors he is weary, to turn to Protestantism. This 
letter makes quite a sensation in France, and it 
seems that a number of intelligent French Catholics 
are coming together to ask if they may follow the 
example of this man. If this movement becomes 
serious, it will no longer be only the inferior classes 
of society who will turn to the Gospel, but also some 
of the cultivated classes, — men of progress who 
fight against Jesuitism. 

Serious minds here are much pre-occupied by the 
Eastern question, which involves such grave prob- 
lems, and the Presidential question in the United 
States also gives us much thought. We ask the 
Lord to deliver you from new trouble, and to give 
peace and prospeyity to your dear country. 

We have seen with pleasure some of your coun- 
trymen; among others, Dr. Mitchell, Professor of 
Hebrew at Chicago, who encouraged us by his 
cordial sympathy with our work in France. 
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Our statistics for the year 1876, are: died, 1; re- 
signed, 4; excluded, 1; remuved from Paris, 2; 
received by baptism, 4, by letter, 4; 5 candidates 
for baptism. Present number, go. 

Dear brother, pray excuse me for writing so sel- 
dom; my time is absorbed by my preaching on 
Sundays, and in the week by my visits to the mem- 
bers, and my preaching trips among the Catholics, 

Please present my cordial salutations to the mem- 
bers of the Committee, and believe me always sin- 
cerely, 


Mission in Storden. 
LETTER FROM REv. T. TRUVE. 


GotTTENBURG, SWEDEN, Feb. 2, 1877. 

WoRKING IN A REVIVAL.— My time is constant- 
ly occupied; I have continued preaching as usual, 
twice on Sunday, and holding two meetings on 
week days. Last spring we had a revival, and con. 
tinued the meetings evening after evening for sev- 
eral weeks in the large Mechanics’ Hall. Sixteen 
persons have since then united with our church; 
many more who were converted at that time still 
continue to attend our meetings, and several of 
them are teachers in our Sunday-School. 

A VALUABLE HELPER.—An architect by the 
name of Mr. Westernberg, a very prominent man 
in this community, has united with us, and now 
both he and his’ wife are active members of our 
church. We have four hundred children in our 
Sunday school. Formerly I was the superintend- 
ent, but now Mr. Westenberg has taken the charge 
of the school. 

WoRKING FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS. — Last sum- 
mer a young brother from the school in Stockholm 
took my place here while I was absent attending 
Sunday-school meetings. I travelled from the south 
of Sweden up to Hesneand in the far north, a dis- 
tance of about nine hundred miles, holding Sun- 
day-school meetings in several different places. I 
hope that many were awakened to greater activity 
in the Sunday-school cause. Shortly after Christ- 
mas I went down to Maluro to attend a Sunday- 
school conference, and this week I am going to 
Orebro for the same purpose. I feel it to be my 
duty to work for the Sunday-school cause, as it 
is, comparatively speaking, a new institution in 
Sweden, and there are many here who need all the 
help they can get. 

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP.—I am glad to be able 
to say that God has wonderfully blessed the Sunday- 
school work in this land. It has been the means of 
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uniting the Baptists and Lutherans in christian fel- 
lowship. If I am at any time obliged to be absent, 
I can geta Lutheran te supply my pulpit. One year 
ago such a thing would not have been thought pos- 
sible, 

A CHAPEL NEEDED. — We have not built a chapel 
yet, so we must still pay the heavy rent of about 
2,000 kronos for the rent of the Mechanics’ Hall. 
It is not pleasant to have our place of worship in 
the house where there is a theatre every Sunday 
evening after our meeting is closed. We are trying 
to get money for a chapel, but as yet we have suc- 
ceeded in getting only about 6,000 kronos. 

NEED OF A HELPER.—I do not know how long 
I shall be able to work as I now am working. I 
am in hopes that some one will be able to take the 
paper for Sunday-school teachers; it takes too much 
of my time and strength. I shall try, however, and 
keep it another year. 

As I devote so much of my time to Sunday-school 


. work in different parts of Sweden, I need very much 


some one to help me in Gottenburg, by preaching 
and visiting people. A young brother named Hed- 
berg, who is now in the school in Stockholm, is 
willing to come. Could you not give him $200, if I 
can by some means get the rest for him? I will 
give him 300 Swedish crowns out of my own salary, 
and a brother has promised to give him the same 
amount. "The church is small, not quite one hun- 
dred members, and six of these are so poor that we 
are obliged to help them every month; and besides 
this we have the heavy rent to pay for our hall; 
otherwise the church might pay something towards 
his salary. It costs about 600 crowns to carry on 
our Sunday schools. Our expenses are many; I 
have mentioned our needs to you, and I am sure 
that if you can help us these hard times you will do 
so. 
Feb. 17. 

ANOTHER REVIVAL.—Since I wrote the preced- 
ing pages, I have been in Orebro a little over a 
week, and have preached almost continually while 
there. During the week of prayer the Christians 
prayed for a revival of the Holy Spirit. As soon as 
I came, I saw that the Lord had already com- 
menced to answer their prayers. Evening after 
evening the new chapel was crowded to over- 
flowing. I have never seen sinners so awakened 
as they were there. They had no power tu with- 
stand the word. Sunday morning after I had 
spoken to them, we invited those who were 
anxious about their soul’s salvation, to go into 
an adjoining room, and we would pray for them- 
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The room, which seats one hundred persons, 
was crowded to overflowing; so I told those who 
could not find places in the room, to go back 
to the chapel, and there would be those who would 
talk and pray with them there. We continued 
talking with, and praying for the anxious ones, for 
more than an hour. Many professed to have found 
peace with God, and went home happy. Among 
them was a woman who had travelled nine miles, 
so she said, to find peace with God. 

These meetings were continued evening after 
evening, and many sinners were brought to Christ. 
Many of the Sunday-school children were also con- 
verted. There were seven boys in one class who 
found peace in believing. 

MEETING FOR CONVERTS.—I have not time to 
give you a more lengthy account of the meetings. 
It was truly a work of the Lord’s, Just before I 
left them, they had a meeting for those who had 
been recently converted. There were one hun- 
dred and thirty newly converted present, and I 
have heard since then, that many more who had 
found peace were not able to be present at that 
time. A large number of the converted have 
already asked to be received into the church. In 
the surrounding country there seems tu be much 
interest felt. A time of refreshing from the Lord 
has come. 


LETTER FROM Rev. A. DRAKE. 


StTocKHOLM, Feb. 17, 1877. 

UNPARALLELED WorK OF Grace.— The Lord 
has done, and is doing great things with us, whereof 
we are glad. Last year I had the privilege of tell- 
ing you of large blessings vouchsafed; this winter 
the Lord has granted still larger. Tidings of great 
joy are pouring in from all parts of our field of labor, 
It is even more than a shower of grace; it is like 
the mighty tide of God rolling over our country. It 
is not an excitement produced by some eloquent 
revivalist, making the round among the churches, 
but it is an evident answer to prayer. Christians 
have been stirred up to call on the Lord, and expect 
a gracious answer. Our Lutheran brethren have 
also felt this call as never before; in many places 
they have united with Baptists and Methodists to 
ask for a blessing; and the result has been a work 
of grace, unparalleled, I am bold to say, in the re- 
ligious history of Sweden. Whether ordained min- 
isters of the gospel (former and present pupils of 
our Bethel Seminary), have taken a large part in 
the work, laymen bearing testimony for their risen 
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Saviour, Sunday-school teachers gently leading their 
tiny flock to the Good Shepherd, or only humble 
bands of praying men and women, Baptist or Luth- 
eran, the spirit of God is present, awakening sinners 
to a sense of their lost condition, and bringing 
them to the fold of Christ. 

THE INTERNATIONAL WEEK OF PRAYER. — In 
this city, the International Week of Prayer, Nov. 12 
to 20, proposed by the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation, proved the beginning of blessing. Ever 
since that time frequent meetings have been held, 
at every occasion tens and scores rising for prayer, 
and almost daily we hear of souls being delivered 
from the bonds of sin, and brought to peace through 
believing. In the month of December there were 
eighteen added to the First Baptist Church of Stock- 
holm; in January, twenty-three; at present, thirty 
more are waiting for baptism. A special feature in 
this city is the hold eternal things have taken upon 
the garrison of the capital, in general very aband- 
oned characters. God has evidently snatched some 
of them as brands from the burning. Their tempta- 
tions are fearful, but steps are being taken towards 
permanent efforts to rescue them from the grog. 
shops. 

HARVESTING AND REJOICING. —In some other 
places a similar work of grace commenced before 
the closing of last year; in many more, the Week of 
Prayer in January, proposed by the Evangelical 
Alliance, ushered in seasons of harvesting and re- 
joicing. 

Everywhere the Sunday schools seem to have an 
equal share with the adults in the blessings. Drunk- 
enness being a besetting sin of Sweden, the temper- 
ance movement set on foot last autumn is one 
promising feature of the present good work. 

A MACEDONIAN Cry.— Even from Finland and 
Norway, similar reports of blessing on single points 
of the field have reached us within the last few days. 
Our brethren in the north of Finland, now reaching 
the number of four hundred in six churches, had 
begged hard to have a Baptist preacher from the 
north of Sweden to stay with them over winter. 
But he could not come, and great was their disap- 
pointment. In this plight they took it as a call 
from God to exercise to the utmost the gifts among 
themselves. Three of them set out on a missionary 
tour into the deep forests among the Finnish-speak- 
ing population, and their humble efforts were 
blessed in a wonderful manner. A man repre- 
sented by the writer as “a genuine Finnish bear,” 
was converted, and promised to become a messen- 
ger of mercy to his own race. Some of them have 


already been received into the Swedish-speaking 
Baptist churches. But these our brethren across 
the Bothnean Gulf, feel the necessity of having a 
minister stationed among them, and they tender to 
us the Macedonian cry, “ Come over and help us!” 
And to you our brethren in America, we make the 
humble request, “ May we not hope for some help 
in supporting our first missionary, as we are not yet 
able to furnish his support alone?” We may add 


*GO! TEACH ALL NATIONS.” 
Go! 
The voice of the Master, disciples, is calling, 
From yonder bright heavens ‘tis sounding 
below ; 
At morning, at noon, and at night time ‘tis 
falling, 
Go forth to the harvest, ye laborers, go! 
The fields are all white 
In summer's soft light, 
The winds blowing freshly and free. 
Go forth ye, and gather, 
Ere falleth the night, 
The gold of the harvest for me. 


TEACH 
Where the sun of the Orient shines out in its 
glory, 
There millions are groping in darkness and 
sin; 
Go, teach them of Christ, of His wonderful 
story, 
And bid them to wash in His blood and be 
clean ; 


Go tell of His love 
That sinners may prove, 
That bids the oppressed one go free! 
Go, whisper of heaven, 
Yon mansions above, 
Where His children forever shall be! 


ALL 
To all who will seek Him Christ offers His 
pardon,— 
The high and the lowly, the rich and the poor. 
O, think of His tears in that dark, lonely garden! 
O, think what He suffered our love to secure! 
So full and so free, 
’Tis flowing for thee ; 
O sinners, his pleadings obey! 
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that up to this time, with the exception of travelling 
expenses, the Finnish Baptists have nobly carried 
their burden, not even asking for any assistance. 

From Norway, a former pupil of our Bethel Sem- 
inary writes of an encouraging work of grace at 
Froudhjem, presenting the unheard of sight for 
Norway, of Lutherans, Moravians, and Methodists 
joining with the Baptists in prayer meetings. 


Though your sins are like crimson, 
As snow they shall be, 
And His angels around thee shall stay. 


NATIONS. 
Ye nations, now sitting in sin’s deathless 
shadows, 
Arouse ye, arouse ye! your light having come. 
O, see how ‘tis beaming from yon fadeless 
meadows, 
Where the glorified rest with the angels at 
home. 
Ye isles of the sea, 
Arise, and go free! 
Ye ends of the earth, loud proclaim 
The joy and salvation, 
Through Jesus to be, 
And the glory and power of His name. 
—[Heathen Woman's Friend. 


FINISH THY WORK. 


FINIsu thy work: the time is short, 
The sun is in the west, 

The night is coming down—till then 
Think not of rest. 


Yes! finish all thy work, then rest; : 
Till then, rest never ; 

The rest prepared for thee by God 
Is rest for ever. 


Finish thy work; then wipe thy brow, 
Ungird thee from the toil ; 

Take breath, and from each weary limb 
Shake off the soil. 


Finish thy work; then go in peace, 
Life's battle fought and won ; 
Hear from the throne the Master's voice, 
Well done, well done! 
—Mllustrated Missionary News, London.) 
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THE CHINESE BIBLE. 


In the Bible 4000 characters are used, but of 
these only 1200 are in constant use ; the others 
are rare. There are avery fewcharacters, which 
from the great frequency with which they occur, 
constitute the great body of the work; 235 
characters from this frequent use occur as many 
times as all the rest put together; 500 charac- 
ters constitute five-sixths of the whole in the 
Bible, i. e., multiplying by the numbers of 
times each occurs. 

There are many old forms of characters, but 
only two now in use corresponding to our Ro- 
man and Italic letters; the one is the square 
character, used in printing and also in writing ; 
the other the ‘‘ grass character” or running 
hand, just a quick way of writing the true char- 
acter, but in all proper letters or documents 
the square characters are written just as printed. 

When one comes to China the characters all 
appear ‘tina mass” Soon the eye begins to 
detect how they are built up, for they are 
“built” according to rule. Laws of order and 
classification run through the whole. It is 
really a wonderful system. 

We have not as in some places to create a 
written language, but a book printed in their 
charagter may be read over the empire, Of 
the 400,000,000, a large proportion are women 
and children, who of course cannot read. In 
the country, of the men, probably two or three 
in every ten can read; in the city, probably 
seven or eight out of ten, so the people as a 
whole are a reading people. 

We have the Bible in the Wen-li or classic 
language. In Soochow we use the Shanghai 
New. Testament (which is all we will ever 
need ), and it is now undergoing thorough re- 
vision by a committee of all the principal Mis- 
sionaries. The character can be used to write 
the Colloquial as well as the Wen-li. The Old 
Testament has just been issued in the Manda- 
rin or Court dialect, and is a treasure to us. 
All who read it thoroughly understand. The 
local dialects are almost precisely in the body 
of their words the same as the Mandarin, only 
differing in the particles or little words. Spoken 
they sound very differently, but if a native of 
Soochow, for example, reads a Mandarin book 
he gives the character the local sounds. There 
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will be a great effort made at the approaching 
General Missionary Conference to establish the 
Mandarin as the written language of the 
Church, just as the high German, instead of 
printing in the many patois. Many valuable 
books in the colloquials are out of print, but 
if all would concentrate on the Mandarin, 
much labor would be saved. — Xev. H. C. Du 
Bose in The Missionary. 


RELIGIONS OF CHINA. 


THERE are three dominant systems—Confu- 
cianism, Taouism, and Buddhism—though a 
fourth, Mohammedanism, abounds in certain 
districts. These three exist side by side, and 
are believed in, to a greater or less extent, by 
almost the entire nation. The first derives its 
name from Confucius, who flourished about 500 
B.C., and built up a system on the moral say- 
ings and doings of the ancients. Taouism was 
the work of a Chinese philosopher, a contem- 
porary with Confucius, and though called ‘ ra- 
tionalism,” it is largely a system of sorcery. 
Buddhism was not introduced into China until 
the first century of the Christian era, and 
seems, with its varied rites, feasts, and doc- 
trines, to be suited to the people. Confucianism 
is the religion of the State and of the educated 
classes ; but so accommodating are the Chinese 
in matters of worship, that it is common for the 
same persons to profess and perform the reli- 
gious rites of all three. Idolatry is allied with 
each of these. The country is full of idol 
temples, and it is said that it is easier to find a 
god than a man; and yet the Chinese are truly 
described as ‘‘a nation of atheists,” as they 
are really an irreligious people. This conjunc- 
tion of religious systems supplementing each 
other, suited by their varying peculiarities to 
the tastes and wishes of their votaries, and in- 
fluencing public and private life, create a fearful 
obstacle to the Gospel. What one lacks the 
other supplies, and each is regarded as neces- 
sary and useful. Atheism and idolatry, spirit- 
ualism and materialism, fasts and feasts, are 
believed in and observed by the same individ- 
uals. Such a combination interferes greatly 
with the reception of the truth or even an ac- 
knowledgment of its claims.—Zhe Foreign 
Missionary. 


. 
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THE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK. 


Cutna.— The CHINESE RECORDER gives an 
interesting sketch of Protestant missions in 
Hang-Chau. The missionaries have had great 
difficulties to meet in Hang-Chau, owing to the 
diversity of dialects spoken. The natives and 
old residents, and in particular the educated 
classes, speak a species of Mandarin; servants, 
many artisans, and christian agents, are from 
Ningpo, and speak the dialect of that place; a 
third class, composed of tradesmen and hus- 
bandmen, are from the regions towards Shang- 
hai, and speak various dialects. Hang-Chau 
was first visited by missionaries of the Church 
Missionary Society and the American Presby- 
terian Board of Missions in 1859, but the 
Church Missionary Society established the first 
Station in 1864. The Presbyterian Board 
planted the second station in 1865 ; the Ameri- 
can Baptist Union the third, in 1866; the 
China Inland Mission the fourth, in 1867, and 
the American Southern Presbyterian Board the 
fifth, in 1867. The Church Missionary Society 
reports twenty-three communicants, one chapel, 
and two missionaries, and two native preach- 
ers; the Presbyterian Board has two missiona- 
ries, five native preachers, two chapels, and 
seventy members; the Southern Presbyterian 
Board has three missionaries, one church and 
two chapels, and eighteen members. The sta- 
tistics of the other societies are not given. 

Since the year 1799, 492 Protestant male 
missionaries have been sent to the Chinese, 
In 1876 there were 304 Protestant missionaries 


‘in China; of these 187 were married men, 58 


were unmarried men, and §9 were single women. 
46 of these missionaries were absent from the 
country on account of health. 

These 304 missionaries represented 29 socie- 
ties, of which 12 are American, having 141 mis- 
sionaries, 15 British, having 146 missionaries, 
and two German, having 17 missionaries. 

At the end of 1876, there were 51 single la- 
dies working as Protestant missionaries in 
China. 

There is now in China one missionary to 
every two millions of heathen inhabitants. 

Miss A. M. FIELDE. 


Cuina.— The number of Christians in China 
is now increasing six-fold every ten years. 


OPINION OF HEATHEN Natives. — The Gos- 
pel is steadily and irresistibly advancing. And 
this is not only the testimony of missionaries, 
but the opinion of some of the more thoughtful, 
straightforward and influential natives of this 
country. ‘‘Hinduism is doomed to extinc- 
tion,” said recently one of the greatest Hindu 
pundits of Calcutta; ‘‘ but in the present state 
of skepticism and unrest, it is difficult to pre- 
dict what other religion will take its place. A 
religion, however, we Hindus must have; but 
whether it be Christianity, or any other form of 
religion, I trust it will not be Brahmanism.” 


PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY IN NORTHERN 
Inp1A.— Christianity is no more ignored by the 
educated natives of this country; on the con- 
trary, it is being vigorously assailed by the 
native press, the theatre, in debating clubs, 
and by public addresses. We naturally infer 
from this fact that Christianity is a greater 
spiritual power than might be supposed from 
the small number of native converts. They 
already look on Christianity as a rival whom 
they must fear, and whom to combat is worth 
their endeavors. On the other hand, Chris- 
tianity is, thank God, being defended with 
much effect by the educated members of the 
Native Christian Church, who show what the 
Indian intellect may accomplish when it is dis- 
ciplined by Christianity. Some of their works 
deserve to rank with the best products of San- 
scrit scholarship in Europe.— Report of Cal- 
cutta Cor. Com. 


A year ago the Church Missionary Society 
adopted plans for reaching, by evangelists and 
missionaries, the middle and higher classes of 
South India. Three ministers have been en- 
gaged in carrying out the scheme in the Tin- 
nevelly: the Rev. V. W. Harcourt, the Rev. 
N. Honiss, and the Rev. H. Horsley. Mr. 
Honiss held meetings in private and public 
houses for lectur.s and evening meetings by 
candle-light. Mr. Harcourt established ten 
stations in the chief towns, placing them in 
charge of christian workers. He opened 
Anglo-vernacular schools, and Bible and tract 
depots. He spent his time in visiting these 
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stations in turn, staying about a week at each, 
and itinerating with the catechist. The three’ 
missionaries divide their time thus: Ten days 
in each month they work together, ten days 
they preach in the villages surrounding the 
towns they live in, and ten days they spend in 
study, etc. The results of the year’s work are 
reported to be encouraging. Mrs. Lewis is 
working on a similar plan among the high-caste 
women. — /ndependent. 


JAPAN.—‘‘ The establishment of a Christian 
church in that heathen city of Hiogo seems to 
me a glorious triumph. For months we 
preached, and preached, with apparently no 
effect. The people seemed fully bent on hav- 
ing nothing to do with us. We always said, 
‘Hiogo is one of the hardest places in all Ja- 
pan, and if we do get a foothold there, we need 
not fear but that we can get a foothold anywhere 
inthe empire. And now, behold ove result of 
sixteen months of work: a Christian church, a 
company of enthusiastic believers, and many, 
very many, who utterly hated the name of the 
new religion, now kindly disposed to and wil- 
ling to hear its instruction. We look up to 
God with thankfulness, and say reverently, and 
with happy confidence, 7Aine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory for ever and ever. 
Amen!'” — /Mlustrated Missionary News. 


EDUCATION IN JAPAN. — The earliest modern 
improvements in education were owing, it would 
seem, to the influence of the Dutch at Nagas- 
aki. Because of this influence, it is supposed, 
when Commodore Perry made his memorable 
visit to Japan in 1853, it was found that a per- 
ceptible advance had been made from the old 
Chinese medical system toward the more ra- 
tional ideas of Europe. It was not, however, 
till the country was opened to foreigners by 
treaty that western learning began to affect, 
materially, the national life. As early as 1861 
a number of persons were sent to Holland (oth- 
ers were sent subsequently to England and 
America) to receive instruction in the arts and 
sciences of the West; and the result has been 
very salutary. Many of the most responsible 
posts under the government are now filled by 


The Missionary Outlook. 


129 


men of this class. They naturally, as did oth- 
ers, saw the urgent need of a broader system of 
education; and after the revolution of 1867, 
whereby the shogunate was abolished, and the 
Mikado had resumed his rightful place in the 
government, the time was thought to have come 
for the needful change. In 1871, therefore, a 
department of public instruction was created. — 
Missionary Herald. 


THE proportion of children at school in 
Japan is said to be as great as in England. 


JAPAN. —It is but a few years since this em- 
pire seemed to be hermetically sealed against 
the rest of the world. But not only has it sur- 
rendered its policy of isolation; it has come 
forth therefrom with a degree of alacrity which 
none could have anticipated. Instead of repel- 
ling the knowledge of the western nations, as 
it did a short time since, it now invites and 
honors it. Cautious observers may suggest that 
we have not seen the'end. Very true; but we 
have no reason to distrust the future. The pro- 
gress Of Japan is not in the keeping of man. 
He that is Lord over all, has the hearts of all 
its millions in His hand; the Christian has a 
right to hope, therefore, and in view of what is 
taking place, to believe confidently that this 
empire has been given to the Son as a part of 
the great inheritance which of old was promised 
to Him, and not only so, but to believe that He 
is soon to put his Well-beloved in full and un- 
disputed possession. — Missionary Herald. 


THE MISSIONARIES IN JAPAN draw special at- 
tention to the fact that it is the upper and not 
the lower classes who receive Christianity. 


BuRMAH.—For every convert there was in 
Burmah fifty years ago. there are now a thou- 
sand. There are now 350 churches, and nine- 
tenths of the work is done by native preachers. 


Catro.—The Moslem University at Cairo is 
said to have about ten thousand students. Islam 
is still a power. 
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SouTH AFRICA.— There are 40,000 commu- 
nicants in the churches of South Africa. 


TukupH INDIANS.—Eight hundred miles 
northeast of Metlakatla, and right within 
the Arctic circle, the C. M.S. have a sta- 
tion among the Tukudh Indians, who are 
rapidly receiving the Gospel. In 1875 three 
hundred and fourteen were baptized ; the com- 
municants had largely increased in numbers, 
eighteen voluntary ‘‘leaders” conducted daily 
morning and evening prayers, and diligently 
instructed their countrymen; and the piety of 
the converts was manifested by ‘‘a profound 
reverence for God, a growing humility, and 
strenuous endeavors after a conformity to the 
Divine will.” — /did. 


SoutH PAciFICcC.— THE METHODIsTs of Aus- 


tralia have sent about a dozen natives of Fiji - 


and Samoa as Missionaries and teachers to the 
New Britain, New Ireland, and Duke of York 
Islands in the South Pacific. The natives of 
these islands have been to a large extent can- 
nibals, but they have been friendly to the Mis- 
sionaries, who have erected several chapels 
among them. 


IsLaM.— Practically, such theories of Islam 
as the duty of fighting unbelievers, of keeping 
Christians in a state of abject submission, &c., 
may be set aside; but, while they form part 
and parcel of the religion of the State, there 
will always remain in the Moslem population 
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the leaven of discontent, the feeling of having 
**Giavourism” introduced into their very reli- 
gion, and the latent desire to shake off the 
yoke at the earliest opportunity. 

There is hope that, by degrees, many intelli- 
gent Moslems may come to the conviction that, 
as many of the institutions of Islam can no 
longer be upheld, its time is passed, and some 
other religious system must be looked for 
more in harmony with the spirit of the age. 
— Church Missionary [ntelligencer. 


ITALY.—Gavazzi lately reported 50,000 regu- 
lar attendants at the evangelical churches in 
Italy ; previous to 1848 there was not one. 


AusTRIA.—More than two years ago the Mo- 
ravians asked of the Austrian Government that 
legal recognition be given to the church in Bo- 
hemia. The government has now come to that 
point in the consideration of the momentous 
question at which it seeks to be enlightened as 
to the doctrine, ritual, and financial resources 
of the Bohemian Church. After holding the 
matter in advisement three or four years longer, 
it will probably say No—as it, doubtless, in- 
tended to do from the first.—/ndependent. 


FRANCE. — Rev. Mr. McAIll has opened his 
nineteenth place of meeting for evangelistic 
services. They are well attended. In the Fau- 
bourg St. Antoine, one of the worst districts 
of Paris, 450 workmen attend twice a week 
regularly, and listen with deep attention. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


GIvE SOMETHING. —A pastor writes to the 
Mission Rooms for missionary facts and statis- 
tics to present before his people. He says ‘I 
want to be posted, that I may preach intelli- 
gently. We can never give much, but we 
ought to give something.” That is it; give 
something, be the offering ever so small. GIVE 
SOMETHING. If every church and every church 
member would do a little, where a little is all 
that can be done, and those abundantly able to 
make large contributions would do ¢hezr part 
in this line of christian effort, what wonders 


“would be speedily witnessed in the work of 


missions. Because a church is small, and lim- 
ited in its pecuniary resources, is no reason 


why it should not bear some part in the mis- 
sionary enterprises of the day. Suppose it can 
collect from the entire membership but a single 
dollar, then let that be collected and sent to 
the Mission Rooms. ‘ 

Baptist Boys WANTED.— The 
following letter speaks for itself: — 
, April 2, 1877. 

Please find enclosed coupons of the value of 
seven dollars for the use of the Union. This 
is a small sum, but I am only a boy, and if ai/ 
the Baptist boys would send you seven dollars 
each, you could pay all the demands on your 
treasury. Very respectfully, E. E. S. 
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1877.] 


THaT WATCH.— Just as the last fiscal year 
of the Missionary Union was coming to its 
close, the expressman brought into the Rooms, 
from a town in Vermont, a package, in which 
was the following letter: ‘‘ Herewith please 
find a twenty-five dollar watch, which I donate 
to the American Baptist Missionary Union. 
The watch is from the publishers of the 
Youth's Companion, received last summer, as a 
premium present. I then concluded I would 
give it to the Missionary Union, or its value in 
money, and as I have hoped and waited as long 
as I can for the money, and have not been able 
to raise it, I now send the watch, as I want it 
to come in for the year closing March 31, 1877. 
I have an old watch worth about one-half of 
this which I shall make do me rather than to 
have no hand in the work of missions this hard 
year just closing. I have been able to give the 
small sum of $10 a year for some years past, 
but have felt anxious to do more these hard 
times, if possible, notwithstanding I feel the 
pressure of the times with others. I would 
pay the express on this package, but just now 
I have not a cent of money. 1 used yesterday 
my last postage stamp 

A FRIEND OF MISSIONS.” 


ENCOURAGING.— It is the aim of the Mrs- 
SIONARY UNION and of the Publisher to furnish 
instruction, interest and stimulus to the readers 
of this Magazine, and hereby to subserve the 
cause of missions among’ the heathen. In 
making up the Magazine, the tastes, culture 
and wishes of many have to be consulted, and 
what satisfies one may be unsatisfactory to 
another. But it is encouraging to receive such 
words of approval and commendation as the 
following. A prominent layman in Boston 
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writes: ‘‘ Allow me to compliment you in the 
great improvement in the Magazine. It is the 
only monthly that I read entirely through, and 
that not as a duty, but because the interest is 
so continuous that I cannot lay it down till 
finished.” 

Many THANKS.—The Judependent, in a 
recent issue, says, — 

‘“*One of our most valued missionary ex- 
changes is THE Baptist MAGAZINE of Boston. 
It is a very handsomely printed publication, of 
about thirty pages, made up of stirring edito- 
rials, interesting contributed articles by active 
missionaries, the usual department of Baptist 
missionary intelligence, and general missionary 
news of all denominations.” 

We have in hand many such hearty com- 
mendations, but modesty restrains us from pub- 
lishing them. 

GIVE or Dre.—The pastor whose words have 
already been quoted in another editorial note, 
says in the same letter, in which he promises 
to have his church do something for missions, 
‘*For we are so poor that we must give or die.” 
There is much important truth in that sentence. 
Many a poor and struggling church, sinking 
and ready to die, might find a speedy and sure 
remedy in cultivating the spirit of the Great 
Comm ssion, and contributing to the cause of 
missions. 

WANTED! to complete sets of the Magazine, 
numbers of December, 1864, September, 1860, 
April, 1872, June, 1873. Will those who have 
those numbers to spare be kind enough to send 
them to W. G. CORTHELL, 

TREMONT TEMPLE, BosTON. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The Sixty-third Annual Meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will 
be held in the First Baptist Church of Providence, RI., on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the 22d and 23d:of May, 1877. Rev. Lemuel Moss, D.D., of Indiana, will 


preach the Annual Sermon. 
[Signed, 


PORTLAND, ME., March 16, 1877. 


H. S. Burracr, Recording Secretary. 


The Sixty-third Annual Meeting of the Board of Managers of the American Bap- 
tist Missionary Union will be held in the First Baptist Church of Providence, R.I., 
immediately after the adjournment of the Missionary Union. 


Signed 
Dayton, March 16, 1877. [Signed,] 


J. B. Turesuer, Recording Secretary. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


Rooms, Tremont Temple, Boston. 


CorRESPONDING SECRETARY, Rev. J. N. MURDOCK, D.D.. to whom letters relating to home work and missions o 
the Union should be addressed. 

TreasurER, FREEMAN A. SMITH, Esg., to whom letters containing money for the general treasury should be 
addressed: also letters relating to Wills. Drafts, Checks, and Postal Money Orders, except for the publications, should be drawn 
in his favor. Friends wishing to forward goods to missionaries through the Treasurer, should send him by mail a schedule of the 
contents and valuation of the package, with express or railroad receipt. 


DISTRICT SECRETARIES. 


New Encianp District.— Rev. W. S. McKenzie, D.D., Tremont Temple, Boston. 
Hupson-River District.— Rev. O. DopGe, 8 Murray Street, New York. 

New-York Centrat District. — Rev. Gro. H. BriGHAM, 94 South Salina Street, Syracuse, N.Y. 
SouTHERN District.— Rev. J. V. AMBLER, 1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Mippte Districr.— Rev. THomas ALLEN, Dayton, O. 

Lake District.— Rev. S. M. Stinson, D.D., Terre Haute, Ind. 

Nortu-Western District. — Rev. C. F. Totman, 71 Randolph Stseet, Chicago. 


WOMEN’S SOCIETIES. 


The Woman's Baptist Migsionaty Society, Boston 


Mrs. Avan Hovey, Cor. Sec., Newton Centre. Mrs. J. M. S. Wittiams, Treas. Tremont Temple, Boston. 


The Woman's Baptist Missionary Society of the West, Chicago. 


Mrs. A. M. Bacon, Cor. Sec., Dundee, Ill. Mnrs* C. R. BLackatt, Treas., 6r Washington Street, Chicago. 


Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society of the Padifi¢ Coast. 
Mrs. F. M. Conro, Cor. Sec , San Francisco. Mrs. M. E. Warttson, Treas., San Franciseo. 


FORM OF A LEGACY. - 


I also give and bequeath to THE AMERICAN Baptist Missionary UNION dollars, for the purposes of the Union, as 
specified in the Act of Incorporation. And I hereby direct my executor (or executors) to pay said sum to the Treasurer of the 
said Union, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes specified in the Act of Incorporation. 


FORM OF A DEVISE OF REAL ESTATE. 


I also give, bequeath, and devise to THE AMERICAN Baptist Missionary Union, one certain lot of land with the build- 
ings thereon standing [here describe the premises with exactness aud particularity], to be held and possessed by the same 
Union, their successors and assigns forever, for the purposes specified in the Act of Incorporation. 


LETTERS FOR MISSIONARIES 


Can be mailed direct from any Post-Office in the United States, at the following rates per hal/-ounce : — 
Burman, Assam, Mapras, 10 cents, va Brindisi, Southampton, or German Mail. 
Jaran, AND NinGpoo, Cuina, via California, 5 cents. 
Swatow, CHINA, ro cents. 
Bankok, S1aM, via Southampton, 27 cents, and 31 cents via Brindisi. 
_Eurorean LEtrsrs, 5 cents. 


Friends who may prefer to forward their letters through the Missionary Rooms can enclose them, with the postage, in an 
envelope directed to F. A. Smit, Treasurer, Tremont Temple, Boston, who will mail them with the official correspondence. 


ig 
i 
i 
q 
q 
| 
{ 
q 
q 
q 
j 
| 


The Baptist Missionary Magazine. 


To be sent as presents to old subscribers for new names. 


To any old subscriber who will send one new name and $1.10, we will send a present. 


Publisher's Price. 
For two new names and $2.20, 
Either of the “ Anna Shipton Series ” ‘ -50 
For three new names and $3.30, 
The Silence and Voices of God (Farrar) . ‘ ‘ ; 1.00 
Trades and Occupations of the Bible : 
Moody’s Best Thoughts x ‘ 
For four new names and $4.40 
Spurgeon’s Sermons 
A Young Man’s Difficulties with his Bible (Dr. Faunce) 
Cruden’s Concordance complete ‘ 
Witness of History to Christ (Farrar) . 
Sermons by the Monday Club : 
Lesson Notes for 1877 (Peloubet) : 
Arrows and Anecdotes (D. L. Moody) . 
For five names and $5.50 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
The Baptist’s and the National Centennial 
Questions of the Day (Dr. John Hall) . 
Sermons preached in Manchester 
For six new names and $6.60, 
In the Days of Thy Youth (Farrar) 
Bible Thoughts and Themes (Bonar) 
Thesaurus of English Words 
Baptist History (Cramp) 
Life and Letters of T. B. Macaula’ 
Story of the Hymns. 
For eight new names and $8.80, 
Greek Concordance (Hudson) 
Life and Letters of Macaulay, 2 Vols. 
For ten new names and $11.00, 
Notes on Genesis, Exodus, Numbers and Leviticus (C. H. M.) 4 Vols. 
Bibles from $2.00 to $12 given for new names. 
All the above are Standard Books and should be in every Pastor’s hand. 
Any book not on this list will be given for the proper number of new names. 
Address 
W. G. CORTHELL, Manager, 


MIssION Rooms, TREMONT TEMPLE, BOSTON. 


THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


From January, 1877, the MAGAZINE will be the only periodical published exclusively in the interest of 
the A. B. M. Union, the MACEDONIAN being surrendered to the Woman’s Society. a ; 

It contains the latest intelligence from the foreign mission fields, together with editorials, and articles 
discussing questions relating to the enterprise of missions. ; : 

Seventy-fourth year. The oldest Baptist periodical in America. Terms (postage prepaid) one dollar 
and ten cents per annum in advance. Ten copies and upwards to one address, eighty-five cents per copy 
The “ Magazine” and “ Helping Hand” to one address, one dollar and thirty-five cents. 


Send all orders and remittances to 
W. G. CORTHELL, Manager, 
Mission RoomMs, TREMONT TEMPLE, 
BOSTON. 
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ij 
if 
if 
if 
i 
if 
4 
ig 
4 
ia 
ig 
ig 


A DOZEN REASONS 


WHY THE 


PAIN KILLER, 


MANUFACTURED BY 


PERRY DAVIS & SON 


Is THE 


BEST FAMILY MEDICINE OF THE AGE 


AND WHY IT SHOULD BE KEPT ALWAYS NEAR AT HAND:— 


ist. PAIN-KILLER is the most certain Cholera cure that medical science has produced. 

2d. PAIN-KILLER, asa Diarrhea and Dysentery remedy, is unequalled. It seldom if ever fails. 

3d. PAIN-KILLER will cure Cramps or Pains in any part of the system. A single dose usually effects 
a cure. 

4th. PAIN-KILLER will cure Dyspepsia and Indigestion, if used according to directions. 

sth. PAIN-KILLER is an almost never failing cure for Sudden Colds, Coughs, &c. 

6th. PAIN-KILLER has proved itself a Soverign Remedy for Fever and Ague and Chill Fever; it has 
cured the most obstinate cases. 

7th. PAIN-KILLER, as a liniment, is unequalled. For Frost Bites, Chilblains, Burns, Bruises, Cuts, 
Sprains, &c., no Physician can do more than it. 


: | 8th. PAIN-KILLER has cured cases of Rheumatism and Neuralgia after years standing. 
q q oth. PAIN-KILLER will destroy Boils, Felons, Whitlows, Old Sores, and Swelled Jvints, giving relief 
ff from pain after the first application. 


. 1oth. PAIN-KILLER cures Headache, Toothache, and pains in any part of the body. 
a | 11th. PAIN-KILLER will subdue that agonizing Pain almost instantly, whether internal or external. 
ii 12th. PAIN-KILLER will save you days of sickness and many a dollar in time and doctor’s bills. 
j | PAIN-KILLER is a purely vegetable preparation, safe to keep and to use in every family. The sim- 

plicity attending its use, together with the great variety of diseases that may be entirely eradicated by it, 
H and the great amount of pain and suffering that can be alleviated through its use, make it imperative upon 
i every person to supply themselves with this valuable remedy, and to keep it always near at hand. 
: The PAIN-KILLER is now known and appreciated in every quarter of the globe. Physicians rec- 
ommend it in their practice, while all classes of society have found in it relief and comfort. 

Give it atrial. Be sure and buy the genuine. Every druggist, and nearly every country store-keeper 

and grocer throughout the land keep it for sale. 


PERRY DAVIS & SON, Manufacturers and Proprietors. 


| $$PRINCIPAL DEPOT: PROVIDENCE, R.1. 


Western Branch: Cincinnatti, Ohio. 
European Branch: 17 Southampton Row, London, England. 
Dominion Branch: 378 St, Paul Street, Montreal. 


Agencies at Calcutta: } foungs Gray & Co., 
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Organ 


IS THE 


BEST IN THE WORLD. 


| INALL THE REQUISITES OF A 


PERFECT INSTRUMENT, VIZ, 


Tong, both Quality and Volume; 


MEcHANISM, Simple and Effective; 


WorRKMANSHIP, Thorough and Durable; 


StyLe, Elegant and Progressive, — 


THEY CHALLENGE COMPETITION. 


Address for Iilustrated Catalogue 


J. ESTEY & CO. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 
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THE HELPING HAND. BIND YOUR MAGAZINES. 


Published monthly, represents the work of the 


and west, and gives extracts rom the most in- | ROBERT BURLEN, 


teresting letters in the Baptist Missionary Mag- 


PER ANNUM: Single copy, including B O OKB INDE, 


postage, 40 cents; packages of four or more 


to one address, 28 cents per copy, 30 EXCHANGE ST., BOSTON. 


Send your orders to 


ie | Special attenion paid to binding large 
Missionary Rooms, Tremont Temple IUWustrated Works, Engravings, 
Boston, Mass. Magazines, &c. 


A NEW YEAR'S GIFT TO SUBSCRIBERS 


A $5 NEW YEAR'S GIFT 


GIVEN AWAY! 
To Every Subscriber of This Paper ! 


Consisting of the beautiful and valuable Steel Engraving, entitled 


“CHRIST TEMPLE!” 


In an American edition, issned by W. W. Bostwick & Co., Publishers, 177 and 179 
West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, O., and furnished to every 


SUBSCRIBER OF THIS PAPER FREE. 


The retail price of the English edition of this Engraving is ${2.00 PER COPY. 
It illustrates one of the most remarkable incidents in the life time of our Savior. 
The subject is taken from Luke, Second Chapter, 46, 47, 48, 49, and 50th Verses. 
_ Its size is three feet long and two feet wide, and has over 


30 FIGURES REPRESENTED. 


It ie the best Premium ever given away. We have made arrangements: 7ith 
a W. W. Bostwick & Co. to supply the subscribers of this paper with the valuable and 
appropriate Engraving of “‘ Christ in the Temple”’ as a New Year’s Gift. 

Subscribers will therefore please cut out the following Subscribers’ Certificate Bf 
and send it to W. W. Bostwick & Co., Publishers, 177 and 179 West Fourth Street, 
Cincinnati, O., for redemption, together with 25 cents to pay for postage, wrapping, 
roller, and mounting the Engraving. : 


Cut Out this Subscribers’ Certificate. It is worth $5.00. 
SUBSCRIBERS’ CERTIFICATE. 


On receipt of this Subscribers’ Certificate, together with 25 cents to Rin 
for postage, roller, wrapping, «nd mounting, we will send the beau 
Engraving, three feet long and two feet wide, entitled 


“CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE,” 


To every subscriber of this paper, by mail, postpaid. Send for Engravin 
at name in full dress, county, and State aul 
orders to . W. BOSTWICK CO’, PUBLISHERS, 

177 & 179 W. Fourth St., Cincinnati, 0. 
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A NEW YEAR'S CIFT 
Ld1D S.UVAA MAN V 


82 None but subscribers of this paper will be allowed this New Year’s Premium 
Gift, and all orders must be accompanied with above Subscribers’ Certificate, 
which be sure to cut out and send with directions for mailing to 


W. W. BOSTWICK & CO., PUBLISHERS, 
177 and 179 West Fourth Street, CINCINNATI, 0. 


A NEW YEAR’S CIFT TO SUBSCRIBERS 
COPYRIGHT SECURED 


